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LETTER FROM MR. DOTY, MARCH 20, 


Ir is known to the readers of the Herald, that 
for more than a year Mr. and Mrs. Doty have 
been alone at Amoy; the sudden death of Mr. 
Pohlman, and the necessary return of Mr. Tal- 
mage, with Miss Pohlman, to the United States, 
having thrown all the labors of the mission, which 
had been shared by three missionaries, into the 
hands of one. ‘The labors and cares of Mr. 
Doty were thus rendered very arduous, and his 
ease was one which called, peculiarly, for sym- 
pathy, and for prayer in his behalf. The follow- 
ing letter from him seems to show, that in his 
case the declaration has been very happily ful- 
filled, “‘ As thy days, so shall thy strength be.” 


It is now within four days of a full 
year since brother Talmage left us. 
Then the burden and care of the mis- 
sion, which, in order to advance, was 
needing an amount of labor sufficient to 
give full employment to several sound 
heads, warm hearts and willing hands, 
did seem too much to be borne. Still, 1 
felt a comforting assurance that He who 
had caused the burden to devolve upon 
me would give grace according to my 
need. That assurance I have abundantly 
realized. The Master has been with 
me, and I am not aware of having passed 
an hour of depression of mind, from dis- 
couragement, on account of my loneli- 
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ness or labors. Depending upon the 
aid of divine grace, it was my purpose 
to sustain the various branches of our 
mission operations, as far as possible 
with an economical regard to health and 
strength, The Lord be praised for the 
success, even beyond what could have 
been expected, with which he has 
crowned these feeble efforts. We still 
live, and so does our mission. All our 
prominent plans of labor have been sus- 
tained, although it has been impossible 
to prosecute every one with all the atten- 
tion and vigor needful. 

The regular Sabbath services in our 
church have been attended, with scarcely 
an omission. When, last autumn, for a 
few Sabbaths, I was unable to meet or- 
dinary duties, the brethren of the London 
Society willingly gave me their aid; and 
one of these has regularly relieved me 
of one service every alternate Sabbath. 
Our semi-weekly Bible-class is in full 
operation, and I trust our investigations 
of the sacred Scriptures have not been 
in vain. The aid of the evangelist has 
been important. Besides conducting a 
service on the Sabbath, his chief em- 
ployment has been the distribution of 
tracts, and holding meetings for conver- 
sation and the discussion of Christian 
doctrines. Thus there has been a wider 
dissemination of heavenly truth, and a 
wider scattering of seed which may pro- 
duce fruit to the praise of rich grace, than 
could have been without this agency. 
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The prospects of the school too, at the 
opening of the Chinese year, [Feb. }2th.] 
were never more encouraging. Thus 
you wiil perceive that the chief features 
of our operations are the same as have 
heretofore been reported to you. 


Help and Comfort from the Native 
Christians. 

The few church members continue to 
afford me much comfort. In their walk 
and conversation, nothing has occurred 
to weaken my hope that they are truly 
members of the spiritual body of Christ. 
Most of them manifest a growing love 
for the word of the gospel, and an earn- 
est desire to have that gospel diffused, 
and to have others become interested in 
it. Much oftener, from these praying 
ones, do I hear the petition, “ Lord, the 
harvest is great and the laborers few, do 
thou bring forth laborers,” than it has 
been my privilege to hear a like petition 
from Christians in Christian America. 
For near two months the evangelist has 
been absent on a visit to his family and 
friends, in the interior of the Canton 
province. He took with him as many 
tracts and portions of the Scriptures as 
he could, considering the difficulties of 
the road over which he had to travel. 
Now I am daily expecting his return. 
The services he conducted have neces- 
sarily been in a great measure suspended 
during his absence, but not entirely. 
The younger brother of those baptized 
in July last, possesses no ordinary con- 
versational talent, and seems to delight 
to make known his own experience of 
the riches of Christ. It would have 
warmed your heart to have seen him, as 
I did, on the morning of the Chinese 
new year, recently passed. 1 had occa- 
sion to pass the church and was much 
surprised to find it open, nor was I less 
80, on entering, unobserved, to find this 
young man surrounded by a large com- 
pany of Chinese, in holiday dress, to 
whom he was engaged in distributing 
our sheet calendar of the Sabbath and 
other fixed services for the ensuing year. 
So deeply was he engaged in conversa- 
tion that he knew not of my visit. The 
family have just returned from a visit to 
their native place, about forty miles in 
the interior. Previous to going they 
applied for a supply of tracts, to distri- 
bute among their former friends and ac- 
quaintances, whom they had not visited 
since their professed attachment to 
Christ. The old mother has brought 
home with her a sister, whom she says, 
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in the simplicity of her heart, she wishes 
to have hear the “true doctrine.” 

I am sorry, however, to see so little of 
one of the two old men, the first fruits 
of Amoy admitted to church fellowship. 
His home is about twenty-five miles from 
this, where, for more than a year past, 
on account of family circumstances, he 
has passed most of his time. He usually 
comes to Amoy at communion seasons, 
and spends several days, sometimes two 
or three weeks. He appears to have a 
keen relish for the gospel and the ordi- 
nances of the house of God, and seems 
to be a very humble, tender-hearted 
Christian. But he needs much pastoral 
care and encouragement, of which he is 
necessarily deprived at his distant home. 
He is of a rather melancholy cast of 
mind, and finds, | fear, too much aliment 
to foster this spirit in the family of his 
son; who has shown himself a bitter 
enemy to the gospel, and is a source, on 
this and other accounts, of much grief 
to his aged parent. This aged Chris- 
tian’s foes are those of his own house. 


Death of a Professed Believer. 


Since I last wrote you death has re- 
moved an old man from us, who has been 
an attentive hearer, and an avowed be- 
liever in the gospel, for years. Upon our 
arrival here, in 1844, we found him a 
beneficiary on a poor fund, which our late 
brother Abeel had raised, by contribu- 
tions of English military officers. The 
old man has always continued with us, 
receiving a small monthly allowance 
from this fund, except when otherwise 
provided for. Being an intelligent reader, 
he spent much of his time, so far as his 
nearly blind eyes enabled him to do so, 
in reading the Scriptures; and he pro- 
fessedly believed and loved their doc- 
trines. He, however, never manifested 
any desire to receive baptism, and thus 
confess his faith in Christ. It may be 
that I have erred in not more directly 
urging this duty upon him. It is now 
forever too late. He began to fail in 
strength about the first of January, with- 
out any marked disease, but continued 
here until about a month since. He 
then returned to his native village, some 
eight or ten miles distant, where he had 
a wife and relatives. Here he lingered 
only a few days. But death did not 
come unexpectedly to him. He seems 
faithfully to have exhorted his wife to 
forsake her idolatry and believe in Jesus ; 
and, judging from her conversation, he 
must have imparted to her much instruc- 
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tion. She informs me that he seemed to 
have much peace in the prospect of 
death, trusting only in Jesus as his Sa- 
vior; and gave particular directions that 
no idolatrous ceremonies should be per- 
formed at his burial. Of the funda- 
mental doctrines of the gospel he cer- 
tainly had much knowledge, and so far 
as relates to external conduct, there was 
nothing inconsistent with his profession 
of faith in Christ; except it be in his not 
manifesting a desire to become a parta- 
ker of church privileges. He was not, 
however, one of those who secretly in- 
dulge the hope of an interest in Christ 
but studiously avoid having the fact 
known. His opinions he openly avowed. 
Though, on earth, not formally acknowl- 
edged as a member of the body of 
Christ, I do feel that there is ground to 
hope he had chosen the good part, Which, 
if he had chosen it, he is now enjoying 
in his Savior’s presence. 


An Inquirer — Attendance on Preaching. 


At present there is one inquirer who 
appears well, and is anxious to be re- 
ceived into church fellowship. He is 
the person who was contractor for build- 
ing our church edifice. For his benefit 
and that of two or three others, whose 
minds, if not their hearts, appear inter- 
ested in divine truth, as well as for the 
benefit of the church members, I have 
recently established an evening prayer 
and conference meeting. I find this 
truly profitable to myself, and I trust it 
is productive of soul benefit to the oth- 
ers. One incidental advantage, of no 
small moment, is the cultivation, by this 
means, of the habit of social and public 
prayer. 

‘The usual attendance on the means of 
grace continues much as heretofore. A 
good deal of divine truth is, I trust, being 
lodged in many minds. There are those 
too, who in listening to the messages of 
salvation, at times seem to be deeply 
interested, as is indicated by the glisten- 
ing and fixed eye resting on the preacher, 
and by expressions of countenance, as if 
the whole soul were absorbed in the 
theme. This may be the effect of mere 
momentary excitement and result in 
nothing permanent. But the weapon we 
employ is the sword of the Spirit, and 
although we wield it ata venture, that 
Spirit may direct it to the heart, and pro- 
duce death to sin and life to righteous- 
ness. We need, above all else, this 
Spirit’s life-giving power in our midst. 
O for such a visitation as has been en- 
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joyed by the Nestorians the past year. 
Then would even Amoy, though now 
almost entirely desert, bud and blossom 
as the rose. Will not our patrons and 
friends help us, by earnest, unceasing 
prayer, that we, and these heathen hear- 
ers of the gospel, may soon be thus vis- 
ited? This is our first great need. The 
second ie men, men, men; and these full 
of faith and of the Holy Ghost. 











Cevlon, 


LETTER FROM MR. SCUDDER, APRIL, 
1850. 


Mr. Scupper now has charge of the station at 
Manepy, and in this letter he gives a general ac- 
count of the condition of his field. In the intro- 
duction of his letter he says,—“ It gives me great 
pleasure to acknowledge the goodness of God in 
sparing my life and health. I never enjoyed bet- 
ter health than now; and I am able to pursue my 
studies and labors with scarcely a day’s interrup- 
tion.” 


State of the Church.—Death of Members. 


As to the state of the church at Ma- 
nepy, I have nothing either of a very en- 
couraging or discouraging nature to com- 
municate. One suspended member has 
been restored to the communion of the 
church during the last six months; and 
another member has been suspended for 
open Sabbath-breaking. I have been 
encouraged by the good attention given 
by the congregation to the preaching of 
God’s word, and I cannot but hope that 
some may be made wise unto salvation. 
Some eight or ten persons are asking to 
be admitted tothe privileges of the church, 
but I do not yet feel sufficiently satisfied 
that they possess those qualities which 
would warrant me in acceding to their 
wishes. I hold a meeting with them im- 
mediately after service on Sabbath morn- 
ing, for the purpose of ascertaining, as 
far as [ am able, the true state of their 
religious feelings, and of impressing 
upon their minds the great importance of 
a thorough self-examination, before they 
enter upon so solemn a duty as uniting 
themselves with the church of Christ. 

Three members of this church have 
been removed by death, during the last 
two months. One, Ansel D. Eddy, died 
of feveronthe3dof March. As he was 
delirious most of the time after he was 
dangerously ill, we cannot know what 
were his feelings at the approach of death. 
The other two died of cholera at Navaly. 








One. was named Moses; the other was 
Naomi, the wife of Samuel. I visited 
her during her illness, and endeavored to 
ascertain the state of her mind. She 
was, however, so much under the power 
of the disease, that she could do no more 
than answer my questions in monosylla- 
bles. She has been very regular in her 
attendance upon divine worship, and from 
conversations which I have had with her, 
I cannot but hope that she now is a pure 
spirit in those mansions prepared for the 
followers of the Lamb. She was soon 
followed by her youngest child, and in a 
few days her husband came to inform me 
that his last child lay a corpse in his 
house. The poor man seemed much cast 
down in view of his great afflictions. 
Within a few short days his whole fami- 
ly had been swept away by this awful 
scourge of Asia. I endeavored to com- 
fort him by telling him that God often 
afflicts those whom he most tenderly 
loves ; and referred to the history of Job 
as illustrative of this truth. His answer 
affected me much; “God knows that I 
have not the faith of Job.” I hope these 
providences may be blessed to him and 
to this church. The cholera has been 
among us more thana month. Although 
it has been singularly fatal in the cases 
of those attacked, its progress has been 
limited. We still hear of a few cases 
daily. 


Schools—Preaching— Visiting. 


The schools at this station are ina 
_ condition; and I am endeavoring, as 
ast as I can judiciously, to place them 
under the tuition of those who have re- 
ceived a thorough Christian education. 
Since the appearance of the cholera sev- 
eral of the schools have been greatly 
reduced in numbers, and but few children, 
comparatively, attend the services on the 
Sabbath. 


In speaking of his labors as a preacher, Mr. 
Scudder remarks that he has made it one of his 
regular duties to go out into the villages around 
him ; visiting from house to house, and preaching 
the gospel, in the houses and in the streets, as he 
finds those who are willing to hear. The station 
congregation is composed, almost entirely, of 
ehurch members, school children, and those who 
are in the employment of the missionary ; and 
the congregations at the school bungalows, are 
made up in great measure of the schools and of 
friends of the teachers, or those who are under 
their influence. Important as it is to maintain 
regular services at these places, the great body of 
the people are not thus reached. Mr. S. therefore 
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strives, as other missionaries do, to bring the truth 
before the minds of the people in their houses and 
by the wayside. In regard to the importance of 
this kind of labor he makes the following re- 
marks : 


It seems to me that too much impor- 
tance cannot be attached to this form of 
preaching in the present state of pro- 
gress among us. A whole generation 
have grown up since Christian schools 
were established among this people ; and 
the land is filled with those who have, in 
youth, committed to memory the great 
truths of the Christian religion. Many 
of these have reached manhood; have 
settled down in different villages of our 
parishes, and are rearing families about 
them. Although these persons have 
been educated in our schools, they do 
not, so far as my observation extends, 
discover any particular disposition to at- 
tend at our places of worship, or to in- 
quire more diligently after the truth as it 
is in Jesus, Still, from the fact that they 
have been instructed in the doctrines of 
the Bible, and from the fact that the Spirit 
operates through the truth, they seem to 
be the most hopeful subjects for the sav- 
ing power of God’s grace. They must 
be reached, or the great object of those 
who labored to instruct them is lost; and 
I feel convinced that the way to reach the 
great body of them, is to go from village 
to village, and from house to house, with 
the gospel message. It is with the hope 
of meeting with these, as well as with 
the object of preaching to others, that I 
have determined to devote much atten- 
tion to this form of labor, and have di- 
rected the helpers under my charge to do 
the same. It is, to me, a most trying work. 
My faith often fails me when those whom I 
address reject with scorn the message of 
mercy, and [ exclaim, “Who hath be- 
lieved our report? and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed?” Still, I 
feel that it is the work which God, in 
his providence, is urging me to perform ; 
and my constant prayer is that he will 
increase my faith, and enable me more 
diligently to do my duty. I meet with 
much opposition among the people. Ev- 
ery boy of sixteen years old is acquainted 
with the common objections to Christiani- 
ty, as well as with the popular arguments 
urged in support of their own system 
Being naturally fond of debate, the people 
are, so far as my experience extends, al- 
ways ready to enter upon a discussion. 
They, however, usually treat me with 
politeness, and I generally secure an at- 
tentive hearing of my message before I 
leave them. 
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Mr. S. has three catechists under his care; 
whose chief duty is, to go from house to house, 
preaching the gospel and distributing tracts 
“ They seem,” he says, “ to be interested in their 
work ; and I cannot but feel that their labors will 
not be in vain.” 


Heathen Festival—Cases of Apostacy. 


The annual festival of the temple op- 
posite our church has just closed. It 
continued for twenty-two days, and the 
people seemed to take particular pains 
to disturb us in our public worship. 
When the mission was established, this 
temple was a mere shed, in which a few 
ceremonies were performed. The owner 
of the temple, on one occasion, gave its 
timbers to Mr. Woodward to build a 
prayer-room. This greatly offended the 
people of the village, and the man who 
officiated at the temple. The case was 
carried by them to the court; and it was 
decided that the temple 7 be rebuilt, 
even against the wishes of the owner of 
the property. This decision gave repu- 
tation to the temple, and from that small 
beginning it has become one of the most 
influential temples in the land. It is 
much resorted to from all parts of the 
country. 

It is a melancholy fact that Isaac New- 
ton, who was formerly a member of this 
church, paid one day’s expenses of the 
festival this year. Edward Warren 2d, 
who was a long time connected with this 
mission, and who for many years sus- 
tained a good character, was seen mak- 
ing his offerings at this temple during 
the recent festival. You may imagine 
that such things are most painfully try- 
ing tous. These persons know the en- 
tire folly of idolatry, and yet, by their 
example, they exert a powerful influence 
to uphold heathenism, and to rivet the 
chains of superstition by which this peo- 
ple are bound. May God bring them to 
repentance, before the punishment in re- 
serve for apostates falls with all its 
crushing weight upon them. 

As I had never before witnessed the 
drawing of a heathen car, I looked down 
upon the ceremony from the tower of the 
church. As the car was drawn round 
the temple, more than a hundred men 
rolled after it, in performance of vows 
which they had made. The car would 
stop at short intervals, when certain cer- 
emonies were performed before the idol. 
When they had drawn it to the middle of 
the road, in front of the church, it 
stopped, while a blacksmith, accordin 
to his usual custom, broke a thousan 
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cocoa-nuts. It is said that he fasts two 
days before doing this; and the people 
think that he could never perform so 
great a feat, after so long a fast, unless 
aided by miraculous power. I have had 
them appeal to this as a proof of tie 
truth of their religion. This was evi- 
dently the great “sight ” of the day, and 
multitudes left as soon as it was over. 
It is truly heart-sickening to witness 
these proofs of the abiding nature of 
Hindooism ; and that too at the very door 
of thesanctuary. Perhaps the Lord per- 
mits this temple to stand, and increase in 
influence, in order that we may be stirred 
up to more active efforts for the over- 
throw of Satan’s kingdom, and for the 
ushering in of that glorious day, when 
Christ alone shall reign in this land. 





LETTER FROM MR. HOWLAND, APRIL 10, 


In this letter Mr. Howland relates some inci- 
dents, in which, he say's, “‘ we are interested,” and 
“which relieve the monotony of ordinary mis- 
sionary toil” The reader will be interested 
also; and such “incidents” would “relieve the 
monotony ” of many a pastor’s toil in the United 
States ; and would cheer and strengthen. Possi- 
bly some of the members of our churches, as 
they read, and are thus reminded of what is done 
by some and might be done by others, both in 
heathen and in Christian lands, will be led to 
think of their own neglected duties, and to be 
more faithful for the future. Such “ incidents ” 
have in them, as the preachers of a former gene- 
ration might have said, “a use of wisdom.” 


Desire of a Native Helper to do Good. 


About four months since, I received 
the following note from Cotton Mather, 
teacher of my English School. He 
graduated from Batticotta seminary in 
1835, and has since been engaged prin- 
cipally in teaching ; part of the time at 
Madura, but for many years past in con- 
nection with our mission. 


Rev. and Dear Sir : —I humbly beg leave 
to state that I am greatly concerned about 
the duties which I must perform in refer- 
ence to my countrymen. | feel that I have 
done, hitherto, much less than I ought to do. 
When I heard of the holy zeal of Mr. Cary 
to preach the gospel to the heathens, in the 
midst of persecutions, I felt that I have 
been a great sinner, in that I was rather in- 
different for the precious souls around me. 
Mr. Cary was to leave his country, and with 
the difficulty to learn the language of the 
heathens before he was enabled to preach 
to them. ButI have greater privileges in 








this respect than he possessed, and I have 
thought whether I should not use these tal- 
ents for the glory of my Lord and Master. 
Under these thoughts I have made up my 
mind to communicate to the heathens around 
me the glad tidings of salvation. In doing 
so, 1 wish to communicate to such of the 
heathens as have never heard them before, 
and are sitting in the darkness and shadow 
of death. As Mr. Cary devoted his leisure 
hours for this work, why should not I also 
use Saturday afternoons for this purpose? 
If I can be allowed to continue my labor 
throughout the Sabbaths, I will feel glad to 
do so; and then I can go to some parts of the 
Islands. I have thought it advisable to com- 
municate my feelings and hear your advice 
on this subject. 


I felt bound to do all I could towards 
encouraging such desires, and having 
lately received a Spanish dollar from a 
female friend in America to devote to 
some object in connection with our work, 
I determined to devote it to paying his 
expenses, for food and boat-hire, in visit- 
ing the islands. When, as he was about 
leaving for his first tour, I told him from 
what source the money came, he seemed 
much interested, and wished to unite in 
prayer again, that he might pray espe- 
cially for the lady who gave the money. 
He continued these tours for some time, 
leaving immediately after the close of 
his school on Saturday morning, and re- 
turning before nine o’clock on Monday. 
He visited several of the islands, and 
some places in our immediate vicinity, 
where but little light has shone. He 
continued much interested in this work, 
and the accounts which he gave, from 
time to time, of his reception among the 
people, were encouraging. 

After two or three months, as we were 
in want of some one to go as a catechist 
to Pongertive, one of the most distant 
islands, [ asked him if he was ready to 

. He gave me no direct answer at 

e time, but a few days afterwards he 
expressed his willingness to go, with his 
family, and the great desire which he 
had to labor for those, especially, who 
had not heard the gospel. Accordingly, 
at our next mission meeting, arrange- 
ments were made to supply his place in 
the school and to locate him, as catechist, 
at Pongertive. He has spent much of 
his time there for a month or two past, 
but has not yet been able to find a house 
for his family. He meets with dis- 
couragements, but he appears to meet 
them with a commendable spirit. He 
must have many trials there, but he 
seems to put his trust in the right 
source, and expresses a strong hope that 
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the Lord has a chosen people in that 
island. Pongertive is one of the largest 
of the islands on our coast, containing 
about four thousand inhabitants. We 
hope and pray that he may be made very 
useful there, though we have many fears 
that his health will not allow him to re- 
side there permanently, as he is not a 
very healthy man. 


Religious Interest in Velany. 


Some account of the giving up of Velany to 
the occupancy of the Native Evangelical Soci- 
ety, and of the renewed organization and in- 
creased efficiency of that society, will be found 
in the Herald for March, 1849, page 88. It is 
truly gratifying to learn that the catechists of the 
society seem to be laboring by no means in vain. 


About two months since, J. Ropes, 
successor to J. Gregorie, as catechist of 
the Native Evangelical Society on the 
island of Velany, called upon me, saying 
there were four heathen men in Velany 
who were much interested in the salva- 
tion of their souls, and he wished to 
know how he should instruct them. He 
seemed quite stirred up; and so accus- 
tomed are our catechists to preach to 
those who care not for what they hear, 
that when some were found who had rea} 
anxiety to hear and know the way of 
salvation, he was apparently at a loss 
what to say and how to instruct them. 
I gave him such direction as I was able, . 
and expressed the desire to see the men 
myself. A few days afterwards they 
came, and I was quite encouraged, and 
strengthened in faith, by my interview 
with them. It seems that about four 
years since, a native Christian from 
Jaffna town, who owned land in Velany 
and was frequently there to superintend 
its cultivation, was observed, by one of 
these four individuals, to pray, and read 
his Bible and other books. His curiosity 
was excited and he asked the man what 
books he was reading. Some tracts 
were given him, and afier reading these 
he obtained more. Since that time he 
has been reading, as he could obtain 
books from catechists and teachers who 
have been there; and he is now con- 
vinced of the error of heathenism and 
the truth of Christianity, and, with three 
of his neighbors, one of whom is a rela- 
tive, comes, apparently an earnest in- 
quirer after the true way. Thus the 
Lord seems to have been preparing the 
way, these four years, for the labors of 
our native brethren, and when the time 
came he stirred up their hearts to care 
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for the destitute, and directed them to 
Velany rather than the other places 
which were thought of as favorable 
fields for their operations. 

The number of inquirers has gradu- 
ally increased, and there are now seven 
or eight. Our hopes are so often disap- 

inted, in regard to appearances of 
interest, that we should not be greatly 
surprised if all our bright visions in con- 
nection with this event should not be 
realized. Still [ thought it might be 
well to mention it, more particularly for 
the sake of speaking of its effect upon 
our native brethren. Some of them can 
scarcely contain their joy. It seems to 
be just the thing they needed to strength- 
en their faith in God, and to melt them 
together, in one common interest for the 
salvation of souls. It is a thing so 
strange here to see an uneducated hea- 
then come and seek salvation through 
Christ, that Christians were almost ready 
to doubt the possibility of such a thing ; 
and when they heard of the Lord's 
doing in other countries, they were ready 
to look at the differences between the 
people there and the people here. Now, 
there is such a desire to go and see for 
themselves what the Lord is doing, that 
I am obliged to check them, lest they go 
too often and too many atatime. Those 
who go doubting, come back feeling that 
it is the Lord’s work. Two weeks since, 
one of my older helpers went over to 
spend the Sabbath. When he returned, 
I asked him if he had a pleasant visit. 
“Very pleasant indeed.” “What is 
your impression?” Hesitating a mo- 
ment, he remarked, “ It is my impression 
that there is a supernatural power at 
work there.” In giving an account of 
his visit, he said, “In the evening there 
was a meeting appointed at the house of 
the caiechist. ‘Ten came; and recol- 
lecting what you said about setting a 
Christian example, we all sat down upon 
the same mat without any distinction; 
and thinking it better to take the Bible 
rather than trust to our own wisdom, we 
took up Christ’s sermon on the mount. 
None seemed willing to stop, and we 
continued our meeting four hours, with- 
out any weariness on our part or on 
theirs, we were all so much interested.” 
I may add, in this connection, that the 
Society have commenced building a 
place of worship, and we cannot but 
hope that there may be a church of 
Christ there. We feel anxious that 
those who love to pray, should pray espe- 
cially for the Native Evangelical Society, 
and for the work in Velany. 
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Another Native Missionary. 


The following Mr. Howland gives as “ No. 3” 
of his incidents ; but though last in order, it is far 
from being least in igterest. Such cases lead the 
Christian to feel that grace may triumph over all 
the fickleness, and the want of energy, of the native 
character in India; and that, though we may be 
often disappointed, and may labor long before 
we see many faithful and energetic native labor- 
ers, to take the place of missionaries from abroad ; 
yet God may, in his own good time, raise up, 
even from among the Hindoos, a people, and 
laborers, to his praise. 


It is our custom to give a vacation to 
our free schools during a part of the 
months of February and March, while 
the people are gathering their harvest. 
During this last vacation,-one of my 
teachers, Robert Crossett, came to Val- 
vertty, where I was spending a few 
weeks, saying he had heard it said that 
the schools at Valvertty were bétter 
than any others, and he had come to 
visit them and see in what their excel- 
lency consisted. Before leaving, he said 
he met a man, a few days before, from 
one of the islands, who had never heard 
of Christ. It was an affecting thought 
that there were people so near, who had 
not heard even the name of Christ, 
and it had pressed upon his mind. As 
he was occupied the whole of his time 
in the school except this vacation, he 
felt anxious to improve this opportunity 
to go to the islands and tell of Jesus. I 
encouraged his desire and he went. He 
returned much interested and encour- 
aged, and has been once or twice since 
and spent the Sabbath, returning in sea- 
son for his school on Monday. 

On the evening of the first of this 
month, after returning from our monthly 
prayer-meeting, Crossett came to the 
door and said he wished to see me. I 
was startled by the tremulous agitation of 
his voice, and fearing something serious 
had happened, went immediately out 
upon the verandah. He began by say- 
ing that he had something resting upon 
his mind which he wished to tell me, 
and seek advice. Ever since he went to 
the islands during vacation, he had had 
a great desire to proclaim the gospel to 
those so ignorant of it. A sermon by 
Mr. Spaulding, two weeks previous, on 
the text, “The love of Christ constrain- 
eth us,” had increased his desire; and 
when listening, at the monthly concert, 
the day before, to the account of the 
earnestness and self-denial of Judson, 
Mills and others, even before there was 
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any way for going to the heathen, a 
voice seemed to say to him, “ You should 
go. You are strong and healthy—you do 
not have to go to distant countries and 
learn difficult languages —you should 
go.” He tried to suppress it, but could 
not. He went home but did not sleep. 
He felt that the Lord was calling him to 
go to the islands, and he wished me to 
advise him. I could only tell him that 
he must seek direction from his heavenly 
Father, who would guide him. I re- 
quested him to make it the subject of 
much prayer and come again the next 
day. 
fie came, said he had prayed over the 
subject, and it still seemed that God was 
calling him to go. He had, accordingly, 
called together his relatives and friends, 
and told them his feelings. They tried 
to discourage and oppose him, telling 
him he was very foolish to go off among 
a strange people and expose himself to 
danger on the water. “ But,” said he, 
“T told them I had done all | could for 
their salvation, as well as for their tem- 
poral good. I had got my sister into 
Oodooville school, and I could do no more 
for them, but must go: and now [ want, 
Sir, that you should pray for me, that 
neither devils nor wicked men may stop 
me.” This was all said with an earnest- 
ness and solemnity that was affecting. 
I asked him what could be done with his 
school. He replied, “I have been talk- 
ing and praying for several years with 
those boys, and I have no real evidence 
that any have been truly converted; 
whereas when I went to the islands, and 
spoke with those three men I told you 
et, the Spirit of God seemed to be 
with them.” I suggested that the weather 
was then very hot, so that he would ex- 
= his health by traveling, and perhaps 
e had better wait a few weeks, till the 
regular monsoon should commence. 
* But,” said he, “ if I wait I may die be- 
fore I have told them of Jesus.” “ But 
what will you do for the means?” He 
replied, “ ‘Those missionaries were ready 
to ge to distant lands when only money 
sufficient for half a year was collected, 
and the Lord brought in the money be- 
fore they left; and so now, I think, if he 
is calling me he will furnish the means.” 
“ But,” said I, “do you think you are 
fitted to teach those people?” “No, I 
am not; but the Spirit of God will go 
with me and then I shall be able.” 
After more conversation of this kind and 
rayer, I felt that I ought not to hold 
im back ; though I felt as some parents 
do in America, who say, “ Let missiona- 


Ceylon :—Letter from Mr. Meigs. 





Sept. 


ries go, but don’t take my child ;” as I 
would rather spare any two of my other 
school teachers than him. I laid the 
matter before the church, and they were 
interested in doing all they were able to 
meet his expenses. 

He has gone, and I feel that the Spirit 
of God will be with him. He left last 
Monday. We had a season of prayer 
before he left; and it was indeed with a 
full heart that he plead for the boys of 
his school, and for the teacher who was 
to take his place. He took tracts and 
portions of Scripture, and designed to go 
first to Analative, an island where there 
is no catechist or Christian school; and 
was desirous to go to Delft, one of the 
most distant islands; he having met a 
man from there who seemed interested 
in hearing about Christ. He carries our 
hearts with him, for we all loved him. 


Mr. Howland then mentions, that on the same 
day that Crossett left for his missionary work, 
another teacher, also a member of the church, 
lefi for a very different cause ; having been led, 
by his father, to marry a heathen wife. Another 
teacher also had fallen into the same sin recently, 
of whom he says, “‘ He was a very faithful and 
valuable teacher, but was placed in cireum- 
stances of peculiar temptation.” In view of 
these cases, Mr. Howland remarks : 


It is impossible for us fully to sympa- 
thize with our native brethren in their 
trials from their heathen friends. Their 
friends keep on good terins with them for 
the sake of their assistance ; but they tor- 
ment and tempt them to sin, in number- 
less ways, and often with an artfulness 
and malignity worthy of evil spirits them- 
selves. While, therefore, we do not 
wonder, or yield to discouragement, be- 
cause some are entangled, we rejoice 
and give thanks for all that escape. 


—OeeeeemoeOoeeenre 


LETTER FROM MR. MEIGS, APRIL 10, 
1850. 


In the introduction of this letter Mr. Meigs 
remarks, “ Thirty-four years have passed since 
the brig Dryade arrived at Columbo, with the first 
company of American missionaries for Ceylon. 
Of that company of nine, four have gone to their 
rest, and five, I have reason to believe, still re- 
main in health, engaged in the service of their 
Lord and Master. How solemn the thought that 
a whole generation has passed into eternity since 
we came to this province.” After some reflec- 
tions upon the changes that have occurred, both 
in Ceylon and in his native land, during the 
time that he has thus been engaged in the mis- 
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sionary work, he gives some account of his la- 
bors for the last six months, and of the circum- 
stances of his station (Tillipally.) 


Schools—Knouledge Diffused. 


The following table will show the number of 
children at present in connection with this station. 


Child. 
10 Native Free schools at Tillipally containing 650 
1 English school-at the station “ 47 


1 Select Government Girls’ school - 50 
4 Native Free schools at Atchoovaly ‘ 226 
7 Native Free schools at Oodoopitty 250 
2 English schools “ 50 


These schools are generally in a pros- 
perous condition. They have not been 
interrupted by the cholera during the 
last six months. I find, however, that 
as the industry of the people increases, 
the demand for the services of the larger 
children, of both sexes, is very great. 
The result is that the children do not 
continue their studies so long a time as 
they formerly did. We have, however, 
much better teachers and much better 
books than formerly. The scriptural 
studies which the children pursue, and 
the preaching and catechetical lectures 
which they hear, are well calculated to 
give to all of them, but especially to the 
elder children, a knowledge of the great 
truths of the Bible. This knowledge is 
being rapidly diffused among the people. 
Of the truth of this remark [ find abun- 
dant evidence in my intercourse with 
them. 

Multitudes of the people have suffi- 
cient knowledge of the gospel to lead 
them to Christ and to heaven. But, 
alas! they are most of them wedded to 
their idols. They love their iniquities ; 
and especially the license that is given 
them, by their system, to pursue their sin- 
ful pleasures. Their great objection to 
Christianity is, that it is too strict for 
their observance. How much then do 
we need the outpouring of the Spirit of 
God, to render the preaching of the 
Word effectual! The world will not 
be converted to Christ till Christians can 
be made to feel the burden of eight 
hundred millions of immortal souls rest- 
ing upon them. As soon as they do feel 
this, they will cry mightily to God, and 
he will send deliverance. 


Preaching—Better Attention. 


I have continued, I think with increas- 
ing interest, to preach the gospel, not 
only on the Sabbath, but on other days 
of the week, wherever I can find 
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the people. My most interesting meet- 
ings are in the evening, at the school 
bungalows and at the houses of respec- 
table natives in the villages. At these 
meetings the people usually hear very 
attentively. I now very seldom meet 
with cavilers and revilers, even though I 
preach against their system of idolatry. 
Formerly I was often interrupted by op- 
posers; now this seldom happens. I 
have had occasion to notice this in two 
of the most heathenish villages in Tilli- 
pally. 

In Mavirttapooram, one of the villages 
referred to, about six months ago the 
people erected a large circular bungalow, 
in a central place, as a playhouse or 
theatre, where they might act their com- 
edies. I went to see it, and told the 
people that I should like to use it as a 
preaching bungalow, not supposing they 
would consent to its being used for that 
purpose. But to my surprise they made 
no objections to my proposal, and I have 
repeatedly been there, with my native 
assistants, and held evening meetings. 
Some of the people bring mats and lights 
to render it pleasant and comfortable. 
Besides a large school, there have been 
upwards of fifty adults at the meetings. 
This seems like wounding the adversary 
with his own weapons. F 

Though the people will come to hear 
the gospel in their own neighborhood, 
they seem not much disposed to attend, 
in great numbers, at our churches on the 
Sabbath. Our audiences then, are prin- 
cipally composed of our schools and 
schoolmasters, native assistants, servants, 
church-members and their families, 
These form a very interesting and im- 
portant congregation, to whom the gospel 
must be preached; but we long to see 
the day when the people generally shall 
flock in crowds to hear the ambassadors 
of Christ, and show that they are hun- 
gering for the bread of life. 


New Village Church. 


The village church which has been 
mentioned in former communications 
from this station, as being erected under 
the superintendence of Mr. Moses 
Welch, is advancing towards completion. 
When finished, with a small tower for the 
bell, it will cost about two hundred and 
fifty dollars. Mr. Poor informs me that 
he has procured a bell for it, through 
the kindness of some friends in America ; 
otherwise the cost would be greater. 
Though small, it is a very good and sub- 
stantial building, and an ornament to the 








village. It is already covered with a 
strong tiled roof, so that there will be 
no danger from fire. This is a matter 
of great importance, when we remember 
that the church at the station was burned 
down in 1833, through the malice of 
someenemy. Some of the stout heathen, 
in that neighborhood, manifest much 
opposition, in various ways, to the erec- 
tion of this building. According to their 
superstition it is too high. Moreover it 
stands directly south of Welch's house. 
On this account they are constantly 
redicting that it will destroy the 
health and the lives of Welch’s family. 
Candan, a brother-in-law of Timothy 
Dwight, formerly a member of our 
church, is now sick of fever. His house 
is near the church, and his friends have 
removed him to another house at consid- 
erable distance, lest the bad influence of 
a Christian church should destroy his 
life. Since they removed him he has 
begun to recover his health; and they 
feel quite sure that their inference is 
correct when they say that his restora- 
tion is in consequence of his removal. 
Again, in the providence of God, Maria 
Peabody, Welch’s wife, is in feeble 
health, and his neighbors are constantly 
telling him that it is a judgment upon 
him hen the gods, in consequence of 
his agency in erecting the village 
church. Thus they are trying, like San- 
ballat of old, to put him in fear, and to 
weaken his hands, that the work may 
cease. , 


Visit of the Governor—His Notice of 
the Mission. 


The following paragraph will be read with 
much interest and will awaken many pleasing 
reflections. Who can doubt that Christian mis- 
sions will do much to cause that, hereafter, not 
only between Old and New England, but be- 
tween Christian nations generally, the only rivalry 
shall be “‘a generous rivalry in the cause of 
knowledge and of truth.” 


Lord Torrington, the Governor of this 
island, with his Secretary, recently paid 
a visit to this province. He visited sev- 
eral of our stations and expressed him- 
self highly gratified with what he saw, 
as also with the appearance of the prov- 
ince generally. He was very affable 
and polite to all who called upon him. 
On his return to Colombo, he published 
the following notice of his visit. 


“His Excellency cannot omit to dwell, 
with peculiar satisfaction, on the pleasure 
afforded him by his personal inspection of 
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the great educational establishments which 
are the distinguishing characteristic of the 
northern province. To those noble volun- 
teers in the cause of Christianity and edu- 
cation, the gentlemen of the American mis- 
sion, who by their generous self-devotion in 
a foreign, and distant land, have produced 
so marked an improvement in the scene of 
their labors, His Excellency feels that he 
should pay a special tribute of grateful ac- 
knowledgment. He is glad to hail, in this 
dedication of American enterprise and 
American cherity to the work of civilizing 
and enlightening a distant dependency of 
the British crown, one more tie of kindred 
with the great nation that sends them forth 
—one more pledge that between the Old and 
the New England, there can henceforth be 
only a generous rivalry in the cause of 
knowledge and truth.” 


New Version of the Tamil Scriptures. 


Before closing I cannot omit to men- 
tion the fair prospect we now have of 
soon possessing the new version of the 
whole Tamil Scriptures, beautifully 
printed at Madras in one royal octavo 
volume. The whole Bible is expected 
to be finished in October next. The 
edition has been prepared with great 
labor and care, by committees both in 
Jaffna and Madras. I have read more 
than one hundred and fifty chapters in 
it. I find it very exactly conformed to 
the Hebrew, as well as to our English 
translation, while it is also pure and idi- 
omatic Tamil. I greatly rejoice in the 
prospect of living to see the day when I 
may have, for myself and those around 
me, the whole Bible in Tamil, thus cor- 
rectly translated and beautifully printed. 
I shall take great pleasure in reading it 
both in public and in private, and also 
in quoting it in my sermons. Not that I 
think it a perfect translation. But it is 
very far in advance of any we have hith- 
erto possessed, and if the next edition 
is revised with the assistance of all the 
missionaries in the Tamil field, it will 
become a standard version for many 
yearsto come. In many respects I pre- 
fer it to our English translation, as more 
clear and precise in its meaning. It 
will, I have no doubt, prove a great 
blessing to the whole Tamil people, 
and many thousands will bless God for 
the labors of those who have prepared 
it. Our friends, both in England and 
America, who have so liberally assisted 
us in preparing the work and in carrying 
it through the press, will greatly rejoice 
in the prospect of its being so speedily 
published. 
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MR. SPAULDING’S REPORT TO THE 
JAFFNA BIBLE SOCIETY. 


In connection with the above remarks of Mr. 
Meigs respecting the new version of the Tamil 
Scriptures, some extracts may properly be given 
from Mr. Spaulding’s report to the Jaffna Auxil- 
iary Bible Society, relating to the same subject. 
For more than two years Mr. Spaulding has been 
much occupied as one of the joint committee of 
the Madras and Jaffua Bible societies, in revising 
this translation of the Scriptures. Mr. Winslow 
of Madras, and Mr. Percival of the English Wes- 
leyan Methodist mission in Jaffna district, Ceylon, 
were also members of the joint committee. Lovers 
of the Bible will always rejoice to see evidence of 
great care to secure accuracy, when the Word 
of God is given, in their own language, to nations 
who have not heretofore possessed it. Mr. 
Spaulding says, in his report : 


The joint committee of the Madras and 
Jaffna Bible societies finished reading the 
New Translation of the Old Testament, in 
Tamil, on the 27th of November, 1849. 
We were in session every day in the 
week, (Sabbath excepted,) from 10 A. M. 
to 3 P. M., while some of our number were 
engaged constantly, before and after session, 
on various parts of the manuscript. Our 
work was both delightful and profitable to 
me, and in all our criticisms and remarks on 
the original manuscript, or on suggested im- 
provements, (and they were neither few nor 
sparing,) I do not recollect that one unhap- 
py or unkind word passed across the table. 
The alterations of idiom at Madras have 
been very few indeed ; still the translation 
has received important improvements by 
the valuable assistance of our Madras asso- 
ciates. 

“The committee on variations from our 
English version” at Madras, cheerfully 
contribute their help, so that the work will 
secure as great an amount of critical atten- 
tion as can be commanded. 

To secure uniformity and accuracy in the 
spelling of proper names, Mr. Percival has 
made out the Hebrew and Tamil alphabets 
in parallel columns, giving the quantity or 
power of the one by the other as far as prac- 
ticable, (adding the Sanscrit letters when 
the Tamil is detective,) so that, with some 
few exceptions, (where use, or some very 
obvious reason demands a variation,) the 
orthography of all the proper names in the 
Bible conforms to the same rule. 

s * . a 2 * a 


The simple fact that this translation is 
the united effort of the Madras and Jaffna 
Bible societies—that the present committee 
have had the advice and united labors of 
such men as the Rev. Messrs. Rhenius and 
Knight in their day,—and have secured the 
help of the best Tamil Moonshees and Anglo- 
Tamil scholars, should be some guarantee 
for the correctness of the version. * * * 
In view of the version I am prepared to 


Ceylon :—Mr. Spaulding’s Report. 





speak very favorably. I read it most care- 
fully, verse by verse, from Genesis to Mala- 
chi, and compared it word for word, with 
our English version, (including marginal 
readings, and ezcluding words in italics,) 
before it went into the joint committee of 
the two societies. 

In that committee, it has been revised 
with both the Hebrew and English in hand, 
and with the best helps of kindred lan- 
guages and books of reference ; and I have 
no hesitation in saying that the version is as 
close to the original Hebrew as the English 
is, that the idea is more clearly expressed, 
and that the Tamil is more idiomatic than 
our English version is at the present day. 
This last remark will not appear strange to 
any one who knows that the Tamil lan- 
guage approaches much nearer than the 
English to the Hebrew idiom. 


——eeeeeeeeeeeneennem 


REPORT OF OODOOVILLE STATION, 


Mr. Spau.pine sends a report of this station, 
dated April, 1350, from which the following ex- 
tracts are published. 


Schools—Religious Interest. 


The station at Oodooville has contin- 
ued much as in former years. Our vil- 
lage schools are eight in number. The 
average attendance of children on the 
Sabbaths and Fridays has been about 
350, (boys 230 and girls 120.) Nearly 
three-fourths of all these children are 
such as New England fathers and 
mothers send to the village school mis- 
tress in the summer, for the double object 
of education for the children and free- 
dom for themselves. Their standard of 
attainment is below what it formerly 
was, when they remained longer in the 
schools. I account for this from the 
fact that, within a few years, the cultiva- 
tion of tobacco and dry grain has great- 
ly increased in this parish, and every pa- 
rent is desirous of securing the labors of 
every child who is large enough to draw 
water, to turn its streams to the plants, 
or to watch the fields. Thus the in- 
crease of industry and wealth works 
against the cause of education. I men- 
tion this as a fact, not as a discourage- 
ment. 

The children in these schools are 
formed into classes as in former years, and 
attend at the church twice a week. They 
form about one-half of our congregation 
on the Sabbath; and on Fridays, after 
reciting their lessons, they are addressed 
familiarly, for twenty or thirty minutes, on 
some plain and practical truth. In these 
schools there are at present ten teach- 








ers; seven men and three women. The 
women were formerly pupils in our fe- 
male boarding-school ; now two of them 
are young widows, Of the men, four are 
not members of our church, but three 
of them would be glad to become such 
if I thought them prepared. 


The two English schools belonging to the sta- 
tion are said to be prosperous, numbering more 
than fifty lads as constant attendants. Village 
preaching, visiting from house to house, and tract 
distribution, have been attended to as in former 
years. But the most interesting part of the re- 
port has reference to some cases of deep interest 
in spiritual things. 


In January, Susannah Houston, a pu- 
pil in our female boarding-school, and a 
member of our church, died at her 
mother’s house. She was a very con- 
sistent Christian, and before she was 
sick expressed the conviction that she 
might not live long. Her death seemed 
to make considerable impression on the 
minds of the pupils in the boarding-school. 
Many were inclined to pray more earn- 
estly, and one especially, of the older 
girls, spent the most of many nights, as 
well as days, in prayer. For about a 
fortnight before our eighteen days’ va- 
cation, in March and first of April, a 
number of these pupils seemed uncom- 
monly anxious about their souls. Meet- 
ings late at night and early in the morn- 
ing, were held in their dormitories, for 
prayer and reading the Bible; and the 
voice of prayer, in their little prayer 
rooms, could be heard at all times during 
the day, excepting in school hours. For 
two days the studies were partially sus- 
pended. Thus closed the term, and we 
felt anxious lest their heathen friends 
and enemies should efface these good 
impressions. On their return, however, 
I was glad to find that many of them had 
even gained strength by conversation 
with their parents, brothers and sisters. 
The feeling stil] continues to increase, 
and at present a few rejoice, while some 
ten or fifteen are anxious, and more are 
serious. Kesults we must leave, though 
our prayer is “abide with us.” 


Additional Particulars. 


To the report Mr. Spaulding appends some 
account, prepared, he says, by another hand, of 
the religious interest which had existed, a part of 
which is given here. Mention is first made of 
the consisteut walk and the death of Susannah 
Houston, whose case is referred to above, and 
the narrative then proceeds as follows : 
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On the 26th of February, a young man 
(a member of the senior class in Batti- 
cotta seminary) was called away from 
his Master’s service on earth to engage 
in the more exalted employments of 
heaven. He also, according to his re- 
quest, was buried in our church-yard. 
This happy death caused quite a sensa- 
tion in the heathen community, as well 
as among his Christian friends. Many 
of the latter were led to ask “ Why was 
Chickering taken and I spared ?” 

Again, on the third day of March, 
another call was heard. Ansel D. Eddy 
had entered upon the unseen realities of 
eternity. We trust he found redemp- 
tion through the blood of the Lamb. 
His remains were brought quietly into 
the church at Oodooville, during the fore- 
noon service. The sermon, from the text 
“ For the love of Christ constraineth us,” 
&c. had made a very visible impression, 
which was deepened by the funeral cere- 
monies. 

That same evening, at a meeting in the 
school-room, great attention was given 
to the exhortations of Mr. Niles, and 
much feeling was manifested. The next 
day was the season of our monthly con- 
cert. Great seriousness was apparent in 
all the meetings. The following day a 
request came from the pupils to be per- 
mitted to spend the day in religious 
exercises, which was granted. On the 
ensuing Saturday a similar request was 
made and granted. During that week 
unusual stillness pervaded the premises. 
Every one appeared to feel that the 
Spirit was in our midst, and on entering 
the school-compound, a sensation pre- 
vailed “just as though you could feel 
God.” 

The following week there was not the 
same death-like stillness, but evidence 
was given that the Spirit had not forsaken 
us. Some two or three bore testimony that 
they had found the Savior. 1 should not 
omit to mention the faithful labors of one 
of the elder girls in the school. Ever 
since she has borne the Christian name 
she has been distinguished for her con- 
scientious deportment ; and the throne of 
grace has been to her a favorite resort. 
As God’s way of answering the Chris- 
tian’s prayer for an increase of patience, 
experience, hope and love, is usually to 
put him into the furnace of affliction, so 
has our heavenly Father seen fit to purify 
this “little one.” For four years past, 
wave upon wave has rolled over her. 
Occasionally reason has fled, but even 
then the holy spark within shone con- 
spicuously. All who attended her at 
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such seasons were surprised at her ap- 
propriate selections of hymns, psalms, 
and portions of the Scriptures. It is 
now more than a year since the promi- 
nent desire of her heart has been that 
the Lord would pour out his Spirit on this 
school. Day and night the prayer, 
«“ Breathe upon these slain that they may 
live,” has been reiterated. By her that 
remark of Cecil’s, “ A Christian will find 
his parenthesis for prayer ever through 
his busiest hours,” has been exemplified. 
On Monday, March 18th, the girls 
went home for eighteen days. They re- 
turned on the 6th of April. Many fears 
were entertained that their serious im- 
pressions would be stifled by coming in 
contact with so much heathenism, but 
there is reason to believe that the enemy 
has not gained the advantage to the ex- 
tent we feared. Many appear in earnest 
to obtain the pearl of great price. May 
the Lord strengthen them to persevere. 








fAMadura. 
LETTER FROM MR. TRACY, APRIL 6, 1850. 


Pleasant Condition of the Seminary. 


In this letter Mr. Tracy gives the following 
very gratifying account of the state of things in 
the seminary, with which he is connected. 


Another seminary year has just closed, 
and though there has been but little to 
break in upon the ordinary routine of 
duties, it has been a year richly fraught 
with mercies. Scarcely a single case 
requiring discipline, or even reproof, has 
occurred during the whole time, and the 
diligence of the students has been as 
commendable as their moral conduct. 

The course of study has been the 
same as formerly. The change in the 
course of study for the seminary, which 
has recently been adopted by the mis- 
sion, will require some time to be put 
thoroughly into practice, and a still long- 
er time before its effects can be known; 
but we hope it will be better adapted to 
supply the various wants of the mission 
than the plan heretofore pursued. 

A class, four in number, has just 
graduated, and another class will be ad- 
mitted at the close of the vacation. 

In my letter of September last, I men- 
tioned that the Lord had visited the 
seminary with an out-pouring of his 
Spirit. Several were at that time in- 
dulging the hope that they had been 
born of God, and others were still under 
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conviction of sin, and anxiously seeking 
the salvation of their souls. Early in 
December I had the pleasure of admit- 
ting nine of the students to the privileges 
of the church; and at our last communion 
season, which occurred a few weeks ago, 
seven more were received into the fold 
of Christ. I trust they have truly for- 
saken their sins and chosen the Lord as 
their portion. Only two are now left in 
the seminary who are not members of 
the church; and at the close of the term, 
a few days since, one of these was in- 
quiring what he should do to be saved. 
His intercourse with heathen friends, 
during the vacation, may dissipate his 
serious feelings, but the Lord is able to 
keep him from this danger and I trust 
will do so. 

I am more and more convinced, every 
day, that the work which has been ac- 
complished in the seminary, has been of 
God and not of man. We have held no 
protracted meetings, and have endeavor- 
ed to avoid every thing which seemed to 
have a tendency to produce mere animal 
excitement. The instrumentality blessed 
of God, has been the ordinary preaching 
of the truth, and earnest private conver- 
sation with those who were out of Christ. 
In these labors I have been greatly aided 
by the teachers and pious students, by 
whose prayers and efforts for the good of 
others my own spirit has been often re- 
freshed. Private conversation and pray- 
er with single individuals, has, apparently, 
been much blessed as a means of grace. 
During the recent season of refresh- 
ing, much of my leisure time has been 
occupied in this way; and I can look 
back upon no part of my labors with 
more satisfaction than upon the hours I 
have spent in this manner. 

The gracious visitation with which the 
seminary has been favored, is, I trust, 
but an earnest of what the Lord is wait- 
ing to do for the whole of this benighted 
people. I do not forget that our students 
are still Hindoos, born and educated in a 
heathen land, and possessing all the 
natural defects of Hindoo character; but 
with all their weakness, if they are truly 
converted, as I trust they are, and if they 
go out among the people filled with the 
Holy Spirit, who can tell what great 
things God may accomplish even through 
these weak instruments. 


Labors among the People. 


Although most of the time, both- of 
teachers and students, has been, as a 
matter of course, occupied with their 


oe 








duties in the seminary, they have been 
able to do something for the good of the 
people in their leisure hours. In this 
way they have frequently visited most of 
the villages within the distance of two or 
three miles, for the purpose of conversing 
with the people and distributing books. 
During the last year, ending November 
30th, they distributed nearly 7,000 tracts, 
besides many portions of Scripture, and 
since that time, they have distributed 
about 4,000 tracts and 500 portions of 
Scripture. 

As large numbers of people come from 
all parts of the district to attend the 
festivals in this neighborhood, a wide 
field of usefulness is opened at our very 
door. Ten or twelve thousand people 
are thus brought together, every month, 
within a mile of our house; and once a 
year the number assembled does not fall 
short of 50,000 or 60,000. Books are 
given, at the close of the feast, to those 
who can read, and they are received 
with great eagerness; and, I trust, in 
some cases, are read with profit. At any 
rate the Word of God, with the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit, is able to make wise 
unto salvation; and we rest with un- 
shaken faith on the promise of God, that 
“ his | word shall not return unto Him 
void. 


LETTER FROM MR. MUZZY, APRIL 25, 
1850. ‘ 


Iv this letter Mr. Muzzy has attempted to give 
such an aecount of the state of the missionary 
work at Madura, and in the congregations con- 
nected with that station, as would enable the 
reader to form a tolerably correct opinion of its 
general progress. The letier is long, and the 
extracts published embrace only those portions 
which are of most interest to the general reader. 


Village Congregations. 


Although our hopes in regard to an 
increased number of congregations have 
been, from various appearances, some- 
what less sanguine than formerly, yet we 
are encouraged by the expectation that 
those who do come to us will do so from 
better motives, and be more likely to re- 
ceive benefit. The people are very ig- 
norant and superstitious, and are much 
influenced by their Roman Catholic 
priests, and heathen neighbors and 
friends ; and we are obliged to use great 
caution in receiving them under Chris- 
tian instruction, lest we defeat the object 
we have in view, and render their case 
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more hopeless than it now is. The peo- 
ple are accustomed to think that they do 
us a great favor by permitting us to teach 
them and labor for their salvation; and 
they are often disposed to try to make as 
much out of us, on account of this, as 
they can. In some cases, where the peo- 
ple have made up their minds to come to 
us, with as good motives as such poor ig- 
norant people can be expected to have, 
they do, we have reason to believe, defer 
the execution of their plans for some 
time, to see if the padre will not give 
them something for coming. Yet this 
evil will, we doubt not, yield to the influ- 
ence of the Spirit, and increased light 
and knowledge. We much need our 
Heavenly Father’s kind direction at ev- 
ery step. Shall wenot have your prayers 
that we may have it. 

There are now connected with this 
station, including the out-stations at Ma- 
loor and Solavandan, eleven congrega- 
tions, in seven of which there are schools, 
and most of them are in a flourishing 
state. In two other villages, one of 
which is only about a mile from here, 
small congregations have signed the 
usual agreement, yet, as they are not 
forward to learn, I do not reckon them 
among the congregations. This we 
make an indispensable condition of tak- 
ing them under our care. Unless the 
people learn the catechism and verses of 
Scripture, and attend prayers every day, 
we do not think it best to have a schoo! 
among them. 


Having made these general remarks, Mr. Muz- 
zy proceeds to speak particularly of the cireum- 
stances of different congregations, giving, gene- 
rally, an encouraging view of their state and 
prospects. This portion of the letter is mostly 
omitted, for want of room. 


A Christian Wife—Government Action. 


The woman who had united with 
the church at Solavandan, having pre- 
viously experienced so much persecution 
and abuse from her husband, continues to 
appear well and grow ingrace. Her hus- 
band, after his abuse, left her to care for 
herself and child as she best could, and 
came and lived in Madura. A few 
months since he was taken sick, and suf- 
fered very much. His wife, in the spirit 
of the gospel, forgetting his vile conduct 
to her, came all the way on foot to Madu- 
ra, a distance of thirteen miles, bringin 
her child in her arms. She remaine 
with and took care of him, and did all 
she could for his comfort, and when he 
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was able to go she took him home, and 
conversed with him in regard to his 
spiritual interests in such a manner that 
he has given up his opposition to us and 
united with the congregation. He at- 
tends the meetings when able, and re- 
cites his lessons; and this, we hope, is 
the beginning only of the good work 
which Ged will do in his heart, by means 
of his wife. 

Through the opposition of the head 
man of that village, our title to a small 
piece of land in it, where our school and 
catechist’s houses are, has been recog- 
nized by Government, which I consider 
an advantage. He thought, that by a dis- 
play of foree and the destruction of our 
fence, by the injury ef the catechist’s 
house and beating the catechist, he 
should frighten us away from the place. 
But the Gevernment brought him up, and 
obliged him to repair all the damage he 
had done, even to the putting up the hedge 
around the land; and made him promise 
not to molest us for the future. This 
has given our people respect and impor- 
tance in the eyes of the heathen around, 
which they did not possess before. [am 
enabled to visit this and the neighboring 
villages nearly every month, and am 
much encouraged at the progress in 
Christian knowledge which the people 
appear to be making. 


The Seed not Lost. 


Speaking of the first congregation which came 
to the mission ia our portion of the field, Mr. 
Muzzy says: 


It at first numbered only two families, 
of about ten souls. After a year or 
so one family left, and the only sur- 
viving head of the other died. Yet the 
children, three in number, and their 
aged grandmother, have kept mostly to- 
gether and remained firm to their pa- 
rent’s engagement, and this in the face 
of much injustice and persecution. One 
of the sons is one of the most promising 
members of my preparandi class. From 
these and other similar facts, I am en- 
couraged to believe that although some 
congregations have become very small, 
and others have left us altogether, yet 
good has been accomplished even in 
these. The truth which the people have 
heard, when watered by the Holy Spirit, 
will spring up and bear fruit. And a few, 
we have reason to believe, even from the 
congregations which have left us, have 
felt the precious effects of the Savior’s 
pardoning love, and are even now among 
these who are clothed in white robes, 
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in heaven. One of these, just before his 
death, said to me, “ Now I am not afraid 
to die. Iused te be much afraid of 
death, but since I have learned about the 
Savior in the lessons, and tried to trust 
entirely in him, the fear of death does 
not come, and I can die in peace, for I 
believe he will accept even me.” This 
was spoken with such a subdued, confid- 
ing spirit, that I cannot doubt its entire 
sincerity. Others, in these places, have 
given similar evidence of a preparation 
for their last change. 


Schools—Their Good Effects. 


The English school is still flourishing 
as usual, the number of pupils being 
about the same as last year, notwithstand- 
ing it has been somewhat reduced by the 
additional prominence given to the study 
of the Scriptures. The teacher who taught 
English has left, heving obtained a situ- 
ation under the Government ; and yet the 
East Indian children continue to attend 
as regularly as before. The studies are 
the same as last year with the exception 
of a slight change in the study of the 
Bible. Instead of attending to it at dif- 
ferent times in the day in the different 
classes, the whole school now study it 
together, for an hour and three-quarters 
in the morning; a part of which time I 
am with them when at home, and the 
season is one of great interest to me. 
The amount of biblical knowledge which 
the scholars are acquiring is quite con- 
siderable, and I am anxiously expecting 
the day when the showers of the Spirit 
will descend upon this “incorruptible 
seed,” and cause it to spring up and bear 
a rich harvest to the praise of God. The 
attendance upon Sabbath services and 
the Bible class is regular. The English 
residents have continued to take an in- 
terest in the school, and subscribe regu- 
larly thirty rupees per month for its sup- 
port. The whole amount of these sub- 
scriptions, for the past and present years, 
is 390 rupees. 

They are now assisting us to get up a 
female department, in which the East 
Indian girls shall receive instruction. 
This is very much needed, as no means 
have been provided for their instruction 
in this part of the coun If we suc- 
ceed in our efforts, Mra. Muzzy expects 
to take charge of this department. The 
day school for Tamil girls, of which Mrs. 
M. now has the care, numbers twenty- 
six pupils ; thirteen of whom have learned 
to read in the Testament, and all attend, 
very regularly, upon services on the Sab- 
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bath ; and also upon prayers every morn- 
ing, at which each one recites a verse of 
Scripture and listens to its explanation. 
The free schools continue much the 
same as last year. The number is only 
six, but the pupils are acquiring rather 
more scriptural knowledge than formerly. 
Besides the Tamil studies, catechisms, 
Scripture compend, &c., which they 
formerly studied, they now attend divine 
service twice, and Sabbath school once, 
each Sabbath; and recite portions of 
Scripture, and listen to their explanation, 
once during the week. Thus are they 
brought in contact with the missionary 
three and often four times a week; and 
the benefit is beginning ‘io appear. 
Some are much more conversant with 
the Scriptures than they were, and show 
their approbation of their sacred injunc- 
tions; and when the Holy Spirit is 
poured out upon them, we shall expect 
to see the word springing up and bearing 
fruit. I often meet, in my excursions for 
hing, young men who have studied 
in these schools formerly ; and they uni- 
formly, as far as I know, not only under- 
stand the most of what we say and ap- 
prove of it, but actually stand up for the 
truth and argue in its defence with those 
who oppose it. And many of those who 
have Soon any time under instruction, 
and have afterwards obtained employ- 
ment, either under Government or rich 
natives, have a name for probity and up- 
rightness which was not known in others 
who occupied the same places before 
them. The heathen notice this, and 
speak of it as the “fruit of the padres’ 
schools.” 


The meetings, on the Sabbath and week days, 
are stated to be much as they were last year. 
The chapel, finished last year, is becoming too 
small for the audience. “Since I Jast wrote,” Mr. 
M. says, “ three persons have been received to the 
church here, one by profession and two by letter. 
Two or three others are expecting to unite with 
us soon.” 


Tours—More Laborers Wanted. 


Touring for preaching, &c. during the 
ee six months, has been much as usual. 

am enabled to visit part of the congre- 
gations every month, and all of them 
once in three or four months. I wish 
much to accomplish this oftener, but the 
distance from one extreme of these to 
the other is sixty miles, and it has not 
been found practicable to be absent from 
home more than half of the time. We 
much need more missionaries. 
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I have felt, for some time, the impor- 
tance of carrying the gospel to all who 
live in the field assigned to my care, and 
am now endeavoring to carry out the de- 
sign, formed the latter part of the last 
year, of visiting personally every village 
in my field. But as the field is about 
eighty miles long and twenty-five wide, 
making an area of 2,000 square miles, and 
the villages are between 200 and 300 in 
number, some time must elapse before it 
can be all accomplished, especially as 
the other parts of the work must not be 
neglected. The number of villages vis- 
ited since the latter part of December 
last is 106, and the number of miles 
traveled for that purpose is 412. In 
some of these tours Mrs. Muzzy has ac- 
acompanied me. This has afforded us 
both better access to the people of all 
classes than we could have otherwise 
enjoyed. 

The practice of walking and talking 
with the companies which throng the 
thoroughfares leading to the city each 
morning, and of preaching to the people 
and examining the children of the free 
schools on the sermons they hear each 
Sabbath afternoon, is still kept up. In 
this way many of the people, not only of 
the city, but those living in almost all 
parts of the country, hear something of 
the gospel. . 


4 New and Large Field Open. 


Mr. Muzzy next gives some account of a 
journey which he made to Madras in August, 
1849, that he may thus direct attention to the re- 
gion over which he passed, as a field calling for 
missionary laborers. 


My principal object in mentioning this 
journey, after so long a time has elapsed, 
is to call your attention to the region ly- 
ing between Madras and Trichinopoly, 
as a field for missionary operations. As 
most if not all the mission stations now 
established are on, or in the immediate 
vicinity of, the Cavari «river, below 
Trichinopoly, the whole country from 
there to Madras, a distance of nearly 
200 miles, and extending from the sea to 
the mountains, nearly 100 miles; em- 
bracing the collectorates of Chingleput 
and South Arcot, and a part of those of 
Trichinopoly and Salem, are, with the 
above-mentioned exceptions, as far as I 
can learn, without a single missionary. 

The Free Scotch brethren have had 
an English school in Chingleput, thirty- 
five miles from Madras, but no mission- 
ary. This vast country, containing, I 





think, one or two millions of people, is a 
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beautiful country, and the people are 
even more accessible than were those of 
any of the occupied fields at the time of 
their being first occupied. 

The people in the towns through which 
we passed, evinced much desire for books 
and schools, and, in some places, they 
asked earnestly for a missionary to come 
and live among them. Even in the 
French city of Peadicheeey this desire 
was manifested by the Roman Catholics, 
more strongly than at any other place. 
The people thronged the rest-house, for 
the Scriptures and instruction, nearly all 
of the two days we were there. Thirty 
or forty of them attended a service we 
held on the Sabbath, and said they had 
actually signed an agreement to become 
Protestants. Since writing the above, 
the Missionary Magazine and Chronicle 
for July, 1849, a London Society’s publi- 
cation, has come to hand, in which is 
mentioned the visit of Mr. Drew, of 
Madras, to this place. It is a very inter- 
esting and cheering account, and his 
most sanguine expectations would, [ 
have no doubt, be fully realized, could 
that Society send a manthere. But it is 
sad to see that they are unable to do so, 
for the present at least. 


Five places, besides Pondicherry, are thea 
mentioned, in regard to which it is said, 


These are all large, and central, and 
important places for mission stations, 
where missionaries are much needed and 
might, with advantage, be at once loca- 
ted. I do not, in speaking of this large 
and unoccupied field, forget the low state 
of the funds of the Board, but would not 
such an object as the occupation of this 
field presents, be calculated to excite 
the churches who support the Board to 
make efforts which they would not prob- 
ably otherwise make ? 











® Madras. 


THE MADRAS MISSIONARY CONFERENCE 
ON CASTE. 


A PRINTED document has been forwarded by 
Mr. Winslow, which is important as a part of 
the history of the opinions and the action of 
missionaries on the subject of Caste in India. It 
is the “‘ Minute of the Madras Missionary Con- 
ference on the subject of Caste,” and is pub- 
lished here with the names attached to it. Mr. 
Winslow says, ‘“ There are still several mission- 
aries to be heard from, who will probably give 
in their a ee Church Missionaries, and 
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those belonging to the Gospel Propagation Soci- 
ety, about fifty-five in this { Presidency, have 
signed a similar declaration regarding caste, to 
which also Bishop Dealtry has affixed his seal. 
The Missionary Conference in Calcutta frater- 
nizes with the views of the Madras Conference.” 
There are missionaries in India whose views are 
different; but it is gratifying to know that so 
many missionaries, from different Christian coun- 
tries, and of different denominations, substan- 
tially agree in their views upon a subject, the 
treatment of which must be hereafter, as it has 
been heretofore, of great importance in connec- 
tion with missionary operations. Union, here, 
will be strength. HH there could be entire agree- 
ment in the views adopted and the course pur- 
sued, upon this subject, by all Christian teachers 
and all churches in India, the bands_of all would 
be much strengthened; and the native preju- 
dices in regard to caste would be likely much 
more readily to yield, and would be much more 
speedily eradicated by the increasing influence 
of Christianity, The Minute of the Conference 
is as follows: 


Caste is one of the greatest obstacles to 
the progress of the gospel in India. It 
meets and thwarts the missionary, not only 
in bearing the unsearchable riches of Christ 
to the unconverted Hindoos, but in building 
up the native church in faith and love. 
This has been painfully felt in Southern 
India, wherever natives, at their baptism, 
have been permitted toretain it. In such 
cases experience has shown, for more than 
a century, that this evil, so far from melting 
away under the genial influences of the 
gospel, possesses the most inveterate ten- 
dency to perpetuate itself; thereby stunting 
the growth of congregations, and enfee- 
bling the aggressive energies of the native 
church. 

Of late years, the evils of caste have 
been better understood than formerly, 
and largely exposed. The eyes of Chris- 
tians in India have been opened to discern 
much of its true nature; and the conviction 
is constantly deepening in their minds, that 
to tolerate it, in any form, is to op the 
law of Christ. Practical cases, of a very 
painful nature, have arisen at Madras and 
in the South—cases which have constrained 
the Madras Missionary Conference to turn 
their attention to the consideration of this 
subject: and so fully has this Conference 
been impressed by the developments of the 
system, that they feel it to be their duty to 
lift up their united testimony against it. In 
doing this they desire with devout gratitude 
to praise the great Head of the church for 
the unanimity of sentiment, on this subject, 
which He has been pleased to give to his 
servants of so many different denominations 
as are represented in this Conference. 
They feel rae to hope that the time 
is not far distant, when every missionary of 
the cross will become so impressed with the 








heathenish nature of the evil as no longer 
to give the least toleration to it. 

With the views and feelings which have 
now been expressed, the Madras Mission- 
ary Conference, after mature and prayer- 
ful deliberation, have unanimously resolved 
to publish the following document, as an ex- 
pression of their united sentiments on this 
subject. 

Il. Caste, which is a distinction among the 
Hindoos, founded upon supposed BIRTH- 
PURITY Or IMPURITY, is in its nature, e3- 
sentially a religious institution, and not a 
mere civil distinction. 

The Institutes of Manu and other Shasters, 
regard the division of this people into four 
castes, as of divine appointment. We find 
also stringent laws enacted for upholding 
this important part of the Hindoo religion. 
Future rewards are decreed to those who 
retain it, and future punishments to those 
who violate it. The Hindoos of the present 
day, believe that the preservation or loss of 
caste deeply affects their future destiny. 
In the Madras Memorial to the Supreme 
Government, dated April 2, 1845, they de- 
clare, “‘ That the loss of caste is connected 
with the vitality of the Hindoo religion.” 

On the scale of caste, wealth, talents, in- 
dustry and moral character, confer no eleva- 
tion; and the absence of these imposes no 
degradation. It is ceremonial pollution 
alone, which destroys it. This may be con- 
veyed to a person of high caste, through the 
sight, the taste, or the touch, of pne of an 
inferior grade. Such an institution, there- 
fore, can never be called a mere civil dis- 
tinction; for, whatever it may have been in 
its origin, it is now adopted as an essential 
part of the Hindoo religion. 
on Caste is directly opposed to the word of 

This will appear from the following quo- 
tations. 

“God hath made of one blood all nations 
of men, for to dwell on all the face of the 
earth.” Acts xvii. 26. 

*¢ Behold I was shapen in iniquity, and in 
sin did my mother conceive me.” Ps. li. 5. 

“I know, and am persuaded by the Lord 
Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of it- 
self.” Rom. xiv. 14. 

The idea of birth-purity, which caste dis- 
tinctions uphold, proclaims a difference 
which the passages now quoted expressly 
deny. When Cornelius and his Gentile 
friends were admitted to equal privileges 
with the Jews, in the primitive church, 
Peter was moved, by the Spirit of God, to 
condemn all! false notions about birth-purity 
or national pollution, in these remarkable 
words, “ Ye know how thatit is an unlawful 
thing for a man that is a Jew to keep com- 

y or come unto one of another nation ; 

ut God hath showed me that I should not 
call any man common or unclean.” Acts 
x. 28. If the ceremonial distinctions of 
the Jewish law— distinctions which sepa- 
rated man from man, though originally ap- 
— by God—were done away, at the 
troduction of the Christian dispensation, 
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how diametrically opposed to the spirit of 
the New Testament must be the unnatural 
and anti-social usages of caste ! 

Numerous usages, arising out of caste- 
notions of birth-purity or impurity, have 
been retained in native Christian churches. 
A member, for example, will refuse to ad- 
mit a fellow-member of a lower caste into 
his house, or to eat with him; and some will 
even refuse to drink promiscuously with 
those of lower grades from the same cup, at 
the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. As 
these and similar usages are, in their nature 
and origin, heathenish, they must be dis- 
countenanced and abandoned by every fol- 
lower of the Redeemer. 

While this Conference are thus free in 
iving expression to their sentiments, they 
esire to state, that they have no wish to 

dictate to native Christians, regarding what 
they shall eat, what they shall wear, with 
whom they shall habitually associate, or 
whom they shall make their chosen friends. 
At the same time, however, they feel it to 
be their duty to state, that a Christian’s re- 
fusing to receive a brother Christian into 
his house—especially to receive a catechist 
or preacher,—to eat with him—to listen to 
his instructions—to join with him in prayer— 
or to receive the Lord’s supper from a native 
minister on account of caste,—can proceed 


only from the heathenish idea of birth-purity 


or pollution, and ought not to be tolerated in 
the church of Christ. “In Christ Jesus, 
there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumci- 
sion nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian, 
bond nor free.” How utterly inconsistent, 
then, to recognize caste-distinctions in that 
body of which Christ is the Head, and 
where all are members one of another! 

To uphold caste, is to foster the pride of 
the human heart; to despise, insult, and 
dishonor those whom God has honored by 
making them his children, and to grieve the 
Holy § irit, who dwells in them: it honors 
heathenish distinctions more than the image 
of Christ. The institution is pre-eminently 
anti-christian. It breaks “ the unity of the 
Spirit,” deadens the energy of divine love 
in the souls of believers, preys on the vitals 
of Christianity, and dries up the streams of 
affection in every native church, where it is 
allowed to exist. 

Again. The retention of caste tends to kee 
up an intercourse with the h@then, which is 
contrary to the plain apostolic command, 
“Come out from among them, and be ye 
separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the 
unclean thing.” 2 Cor. vi. 17. A worldly 
spirit is thus gratified; dissimulation is prac- 
tically promoted, and the road to apostacy 
is kept open. The dissimulation now allud- 
ed to has been marked among caste-keeping 
Christians, by their observance of this usage 
in their intercourse with the heathen, at the 
very time when they declared to their pas- 
tors that they had renounced it. 

Il. Such being the sentiments of the 
Madras Missionary Conference on the sub- 
ject of caste, they would proceed to state 
what measures ought, in their view, to be 
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adopted to keep this evil out of the Chris- 
tian church. 

1. Candidates for baptism, from the hea- 
then, should be well instructed regurding 
the sinful nature and subterfuges of caste ; 
and, before ter this ordinance, should 
be required to declare that they renounce 
caste-usages, for ever, both in principle and 
practice. 

2. The renunciation of caste ought also 
to be demanded of all native Christians, be- 
fore their coming, for the first time, to the 
communion ; and this occasion ought to be 
improved with a special view to the rooting 
out of caste-feelings and habits from the 
whole church. 

3. While habitual efforts ought to be put 
forth to cultivate among native Christians 
mutual! kindness and brotherly love, constant 
vigilance should be exercised, and, in some 
cases, special means employed, to see that 
the professions, respecting the renunciation 
of caste, made at daptism and on other occa- 
sions, are fully and faithfully carried into 
practice. Among the special means now al- 
luded to, one, which the Conference would 
recommend, is a “‘love feast; ” at which all 
the members of the church, including their 
pastor and teachers, shall partake of a simple 
and suitable repast. To secure the same 
end, native Christians should not in any 
case, on the ground of caste, be allowed to 
reject the ministrations or visits of any 
catechist appointed by their own pastor. 
There ought also to be a friendly interchange 
of visits in cases of sickness and distress. 
When invited, they ought not to refuse to 
give their attendance at the marriages and 
funerals connected with the members of 
their own church, on the ground of caste. 

The expressions of Christian kindness now 
alluded to, are required by the precepts of 
Christianity. ‘Be kindly affectioned one 
to another with brotherly love; in honor 
preferring one another.” Rom. xii. 10. 
**My brethren, have not the faith of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with 
respect of persons.” Jamesii.1. *‘* Who- 
soever will be great among you, let him be 
your minister ; and whosoever will be chief 
among you, let him be yourservant.” Matt. 
xx. 26, 27. The example of our blessed 
Lord, who ate with publicans and sinners, 
and washed his disciples’ feet, bears most 
forcibly, also, on this point. 

4. Missionaries and evangelists, together 
with the faithful preaching of man’s corrup- 
tion, the unspeakable condescension and 
love of Christ, and the necessity of regen- 
eration by the Holy Spirit, should seek to 
exemplify, in themselves, those graces of the 
Spirit to which caste is directly opposed, 
namely, humility and love; for, without 
much lowliness and affection, as well as 
faithfulness, this deep-seated evil can never 
be removed from the native church. 

III. The Madras Missionary Conference 
would most gladly dismiss the subject which 
has now been before them, were it not for 
the painful circumstance that some, even of 
their missionary brethren in India, are to be 
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found still tolerating caste in their churches. 
To these brethren they feel it to be their 
solemn duty, in faithfulness and love, to de- 
clare their entire disapproval of such a 
course of procedure, and that for the follow- 
ing reasons: 

. Because, by the toleration of caste in 
their churches, they are openly upholding 
the system, and building up a caste-keeping 
church. 

2. Because their position directly supports 
caste in the eyes of native Christians of 
other denominations (thus strengthening 
what other Protestant missionaries are labor- 
ing to destroy); promotes insubordination ; 
and leads those who are dissatisfied on ac- 
count of caste, to forsake their own pastors 
and unite with caste-churches, to the great 
injury of Scriptural discipline and of Chris- 
tian principle and affection. 

3. Because the members of such churches 
practically hold in contempt those native 
Christians who have openly abandoned all 
caste-usages ;—this contempt showing itself, 
generally, by their unwillingness to tender 
to them those civilities which the gospel re- 
quires; and, practically, by their refusing to 
admit into their houses, and to listen to the 
preaching. of those who have been set apart 
as Christian catechists and evangelists. 

4. Because itis the deliberate opinion of 
the most experienced missionaries in the 
Bengal, Bombay and Madras Presidencies, 
that those great and good men, Ziegenbalg, 
Schwartz, and their coadjutors and succes- 
sors, in allowing caste (however much they 
may have been opposed to it in theory) to 
enter the native church and continue in it, 
committed a fatal mistake, and unwittingly 
tolerated half the evils of Hindooism. 

5. Because they deem it to be unwise in 
those missionaries who uphold caste, to dis- 
regard and set aside the judgment of their 
brethren of the many different branches of 
the Christian church who are endeavoring 
to destroy it;—experience having shown 
that caste painfully embarrasses missionary 
operations, and retards the overthrow of Sa- 
tan’s kingdom, in India. 

6. Because, however strongly some mis- 
sionaries may condemn caste in theory, and 
whatever profession of its renunciation some 
native Christians may make, the Conference 
are bound to judge of both parties by their 

ition and conduct, according to our 
Lord’s infallible rule,—“ By their fruits ye 
shall know them.” Matt. vii. 20. 


P. BACHELOR, Wesleyan Mission. 

JOHN BRAIDWOOD, Free Church of Scotland. 

T. BROTHERTON, Church of England, S. P. G. F. P, 
W.H. DREW, London Miss Society. 

JOHN W. DULLES, ‘American Missionary. 

WILLIAM GRANT, Church of Scovand’s Mission, 

R. D. GRIPPITH, Wesleyan 4 

SAMUEL HARDEY, Wesleyan Missionary 

THOMAS HASWELL, Wesleyan Methodist Missionary. 
E. E. JENKINS, Wesleyan % 

ROBERT JOHNSTON, Free Church of Scotland. 


Madras, February, 1850. 
We the undersigned concur in the views 








expressed in the foregoing “*‘ Minute of the 
Madras Conference oa the subject of Caste.” 
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Bombay. 


Tue following communication is from Mr. 
Allen, of the Bombay mission. It relates, how- 
ever, not to that mission specially, but to a mat- 
ter of great interest to all the missions in India, 
and to all friends of missions,—to one of those 
movements of civil governments (of which the 
history of the world, for the last few years, has 
exhibited so many) which are of peculiar interest 
to those who feel an interest in the leadings of the 
providence of God among the nations tending to 
the furtherance of the gospel, and love to notice 
the increasing influence of great principles relat- 
ing to religious liberty and the rights of con- 
science, and to see obstacles, one afier another, 
giving way before the spreading light of Christian 
truth, 

A NEW ERA OF RELIGIOUS LIBERTY IN 
INDIA. 


There is nothing which so much dis- 
tinguishes Hindooism from all other sys- 
tems of religion, ancient and modern, es 
the division of the whole population into 
different castes. This division, as well 
as the rites and usages which pertain to 
each class, are contained in the Hindoo 
sacred books; and so are believed to be 
of divine origin and of unalterable ob- 
ligation. These rules of caste are so 
unjust, so unreasonable, so repugnant to 
all natural justice, as well as to what is 
commonly regarded as the common sense 
of mankind, that if it were not a historical 
fact it would appear incredible that they 
should be the recognized laws of any 
government, or the ‘usages of any civil- 
ized community. And yet, the Hindoo 
sacred books inculcate these rules of 
caste on all kings as well as on subjects ; 
and all Hindoo history unites in describ- 
ing those sovereigns as the greatest and 
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best, who have enforced a strict observ- 
ance of the rules of the different castes, 
and inflicted the prescribed penalties 
upon all transgressions. 

When any Hindoo is known, or report- 
ed, to have violated any of the rules of 
his caste, a meeting of his caste-people 
is called, and inquiry is made into his 
conduct. If it is determined that he is 
guilty, and the offence is of such a na- 
ture that no penance or expiation can 
restore him, he is formally expelled, or 
excommunicated. From this time he is 
regarded as civilly, socially and relig- 
iously, dead; his family and friends are 
to know him no more; his property all 
belongs to the legal and natural heirs, 
and a kind of funeral rites are performed 
for him. 

The East India Company, in obtaining 
possession of India, acted on the general 
principle that a change in the  semeasag | 
power of a country does not change the 
statute or organic laws,—that the laws 
previously in force continue to be the 
laws of the people till superseded by new 
and express enactments. Previous to 
becoming subject to the English, India 
was divided between Mohammedan and 
Hindoo rulers. Where the governing 
power was Mohammedan, as in Bengal, 
the administration of justice was gen- 
erally according to Mohammedan laws, 
with little regard to the religious laws or 
usages of the Hindoos. And where the 
governing power was Hindoo, as it was 
in Western India, the administration of 
justice was according to Hindoo laws, 
with little regard, generally, to the re- 
ligious principles of the Mohammedans. 
The English at once introduced one im- 
portant change—important as giving sat- 
isfaction to the people—viz., that the Mo- 
hammedans should have their own laws, 
and the Hindoos should have theirs. All 
the high judicial situations were filled by 
Europeans, whose instruction or duty it 
was, to administer the Mohammedan laws 
among the Mohammedans and the Hin- 
doo laws among the Hindoos. Under 
this system, if a Mohammedan became a 
convert to Christianity, he was treated, 
not as a Christian, but as an apostate Mo- 
hammedan; and the Mohammedan laws 
concerning such cases were applied to 
him. And if a Hindoo became a convert 
to Christianity, he was not treated as a 
Christian, but as an out-caste Hindoo, and 
the laws of the Hindoo code concerning 
out-castes were applied to him. This 
was a strange system for Christian mag- 
istrates to administer over converts from 
Mohammedanism and heathenism to 
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Christianity. And yet such has been the 
system of law generally in force in Brit- 
ish India till since the present year com- 
menced. 

It must be obvious that laws which in- 
flicted such penalties on a change of relig- 
ious faith must have been a great piven 
to the progress of Christianity. Many and 
long continued have been the efforts of 
missionaries, and others interested in the 
introduction and progress of Christianity, 
to effect a change in a system so unrea- 
sonable and unjust. This great object 
has been at length obtained. The legis- 
lative council of India published the 
draft of a contemplated act, last October, 
which was intended to secure liberty of 
conscience, in the free exercise and 
choice of religion to all classes. This 
draft has since become an act. It was 
passed by the Governor General of India, 
in council, on the IIth of last month, 
April. The act is as follows: 


‘So much of any law or usage, now in 
force within the territories subject to the 
government of the East India Company, as 
inflicts on any person forfeiture of rights or 
property, or may be held in any way to im- 
pair or affect any right of inheritance, by 
reason of his or her renouncing, or having 
been excluded from the communion of any 
religion, or being deprived of caste, shall 
cease to be enforced as law in the courts of 
the East India Company, and in the courts 
established by royal charter within the said 
territories.” 


This act, short as it is, yet contains a 
great principle. It is far the most im- 
portant law ever yet enacted in British 
India. As might be naturally expected, 
the native population, especially in Ben- 
gal and Madras, have manifested much 
opposition to the act, believing that it 
removed what they have hitherto regard- 
ed as the great bulwark against Chris- 
tianity. In this opinion they have not 
been mistaken; but the bulwark, as a 
law, has been demolished. It now re- 
mains to carry out this great principle in 
practice, through all India subject to 
British authority. The removal of what 
has hitherto been so great an obstacle to 
the introd’-tion and progress of Chris- 
tianity in | .is great country, calls for 
gratitude and thankfulness to Him who 
controls the hearts of all according to his 
sovereign will. It is a great encourage- 
ment to missionary societies to enlarge 
their operations, and to urge on the cause 
with increasing zeal and vigor. Are 
missionary societies prepared to occupy 
the ground which God, in his providence, 
is opening before them ? 
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Nestorfans. 


LETTER FROM MR. STOCKING, APRIL 22, 
1850. 


Mr. Stockine remarks that nothing of any 
special interest, connected with the state of reli- 
gious feeling, has occurred since the previous 
monthly letter, written by Mr. Perkins, was sent. 
In this letter, he gives a view of the state of things 
in several of the villages which are ofien men- 
tioned in communications from the mission, and 
of the means which are employed for the good of 
the people in these different places; and also 
presents, briefly, the general aspect of the field at 
large, with its openings, its promise, and its 
wants. The letter contains much valuable infor- 
mation, and some parts of it will be read with 
peculiar interest. 


General Influence of Truth—Geog Tapa. 


Preaching is regularly maintained by 
members of the mission and native 
helpers, at five stations, viz., the city, 
Seir, Degala, Geog Tapa, and Ardeshai. 
There are also as many other places 
where less formal religious services are 
acceptably performed, by the teachers of 
our village schools and students of the 
male seminary. Occasional meetings 
are also held in numerous other villages, 
according as we are able to supply them. 
The number of regular attendants, in all 
these places, has in no previous year 
been so great as during the present sea- 
son. The leaven of divine truth is af- 
fecting the mass of the people, just in 
proportion as we are able faithfully and 
constantly to diffuse it among them, b 
the regular preaching of the gospe 
This is amply illustrated in Geog Tapa. 
In no other village have we so many able 
and devoted helpers, and there is no 
place where our labors have been equally 
blessed. Among our coadjutors are 
Mar Elias the bishop, Priest Abraham, 
(now in Ardeshai,) and more recently 
John, who does the work of a native 
pastor and evangelist, and three or four 
teachers in our seminaries; besides nu- 
merous pupils, male and female, a num- 
ber of printers, and other teachers of 
village schools. These numerous in- 
strumentalities, enlightened and sancti- 
fied by divine grace, and operating on 
the whole population of the village, and 
the repeated outpourings of the Spirit, 
have wrought a great moral transforma- 
tion here, and placed this village greatly 
in advance of other villages in respect 
to the progress of evangelical doctrines 
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and piety. The people have not only 
correct theoretical views of the cardinal 
doctrines of free grace, but there is such 
a general conviction of their truth, that 
all controversy in regard to them has 
ceased, even among the worldly and 
irreligious class. 

This village has been blessed, the past 
season, with the refreshing dews of di- 
vine grace. The people have been af- 
fected, not, as in former years, with the 
overwhelming convictions of the law, 
and great outward excitement, but with 
a deep and intelligent conviction of the 
claims of truth, and of what constitutes 
the Christian life and character. There 
is much more consistency and principle, 
and laying hold of the practical duties 
of life among Christians, than in previous 
years. Their piety appears to acquire 
strength and stability, according to their 
sapeneane and knowledge in the divine 

ife. 


John— His Study and Library. 


John, as a spiritual watchman, is un- 
wearied in his labors, often preaching 
three times a day during the week, and 
performing other arduous and self-deny- 
ing duties; going from house to house 
for religious conversation, visiting the 
sick, and speaking the word at funerals. 
We are often constrained to admire the 
grace of God as developed in his devoted 
piety, discreet zeal, and indomitable per- 
severance; and wonder at his ability, 
even physically, to endure the arduous 
labors of his office. Beside the daily 
religious services in the church, he 
meets, several evenings in a week, Chris- 
tians unable to read, and holds a Bible 
class with them. After reading and ex- 
plaining a portion of Scripture, he asks 
them questions on the doctrines, duties 
or facts, contained in the portion read. 
In this way his audience is kept wakeful 
and much interested, and their piety and 
knowledge are greatly invigorated and 
strengthened. His spirit and practice 
may be inferred from his language in 
public on one occasion, as follows: 
“ Meet the truth like men, for we shall 
not cease to pursue yous wherever you 
are, with the sword of the Spirit. If you 
come to church, you will meetit here. If 
you stay in your houses, we shall reach 
you there. If you go to your fields, we 
shall go after you there. If we find you 
in the streets, there we shall address 
you, and if you are in your stables, 
thither also shall we go to reclaim you 
to God. Since then there is no escape 
for you, meet the truth and yield your- 
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selves to God.” His study is a small 
chamber, about five feet by eight, enter- 
ed by a ladder, built of mud and plaster- 
ed on the inside with the same material 
mixed with straw, and having two small 
windows, covered with paper instead of 
glass, to let in the light. On the floor is 
one coarse woollen rug, with no chair, as 
yet, to sit in. His library is neatly ar- 
ranged on a rude elevated shelf, extend- 
ing from one side to the other, being 
protected from the loose earth and dust 
which would otherwise fall from above, 
by sheets of paper pasted under tie roof; 
and consists of a copy of the Syriac, 
Hebrew and English Bible, with a few 
volumes of Barnes’s Notes, the Compre- 
hensive Commentary, the Scripture Man- 


‘ual, a dictionary, and a few other choice 


books, lent te him, or given him by 
friends in America. Through these 
books and the English language, which 
he has acquired, he derives much valua- 
ble assistance in his preparations for his 
pastoral duties. It having become known 
to his friends in the village that a table 
was needed to complete the furniture of 
the study, there was a voluntary and 
prompt response to contribute the means 
to procure one. This is the first study 
of the first Nestorian pastor, and is likely 
to introduce a new and striking idea into 
the minds of Nestorian ecclesiastics in 
regard to their appropriate calling. 


Seir. 


Seir, in proportion to its population, 
may be regarded as next to Geog Tapa 
in respect to the extent of religious in- 
fluence which pervades it. The estab- 
lishment of mission families and of the 
male seminary there, and the consequent 
secular and religious intercourse with 
the people, have brought them quite 
within the reach of the daily means of 
grace, and a goodly number of them, we 
trust, have thus been savingly benefited. 
A deacon, who has long been employed 
as a copyist, has recently been ordained 
a priest, and one of the most promising 
young men in the seminary has been 
made a deacon, to officiate in their 
church. 


The City. 


At the city, the congregations on the 
Sabbath are very large, embracing atten- 
dants from the two Nestorian quarters of 
the city, and from the adjacent villages 
of Degala, Charbash, and Dizza; and 
also occasional hearers from numerous 
remoter villages. Some part of the con- 
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gregation have usually been obliged to 
retire, the place of worship being too 
small to accommodate all. The Nesto- 
rians living in the immediate. vicinity of 
our premises, have all the immoral habits 
which characterize a city population, and 
which render them less docile and ac- 
cessible than in some of the villages. 
But here the truth is making a sure and 
steady advance, in overcoming the igno- 
rance, superstition and errors of the peo- 
ple. The consistent Christian lives of 
individuals, connected with nine or ten 
separate families, and the daily evening 
meetings held in private houses, are 
shedding their salutary influence over a 
population of four or five hundred souls. 
In another quarter of the city, composed 
of Nestorians, Armenians and Papists, 
an unusual religious interest has been 
awakened among them all, through the 
instrumentality of Deacon Jeremiah, of 
Mosul. This intelligent and Christian 
man was invited by Mr. Ronge, the 
French papal missionary residing there, 
tocome to his house. Several Nesto- 
rians from the neighborhood were allow- 
ed to be present at the interview. Mr. 
Ronge, having expressed his personal 
regard for the deacon, and his deep re- 
gret that he had renounced the faith of 
the Roman Catholic church, presuming 
it arose from some personal grievance 
which could be healed, requested him to 
state the occasion, or reasons, which in- 
duced him to leave them. This present- 
ed the desired opportunity for enumerat- 
ing and exposing, in their order, the 
errors of the papal religion; which he 
admirably portrayed and contrasted with 
the only standard of truth, to the great 
confusion of the papists, and the delight 
of the orthodox Nestorians present. The 
report of this conference and discussion, 
was immediately spread through the 
neighborhood, and much interest and 
inquiry were awakened in regard to the 
truth. The result is, that Deacon Jere- 
miah has been frequently invited to 
preach there, and to hold private in- 
terviews with proselyted Nestorians, 
Much light and truth have thus been cir- 
culated among all classes, and the num- 
ber also of our Sabbath hearers has been 
much increased. A few here indulge 
the hope that they have been born again, 
and by their Christian walk and conver- 
sation exert a happy influence over the 
community. One of them is a carpenter 
by trade, an intelligent man, and much 
respected by his neighbors. For some 
years he has been an attentive hearer in 
our meetings on the Sabbath. At first 
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he came from curiosity, hoping to find 
additional arguments to use in disputing 
with his papal friends. But his intelli- 
gent countenance, and serious, fixed at- 
tention, gave evidence, in due time, that 
he was acquiring new views of himself 
as a sinner, and of the way of salvation 
by Christ. Such is his eagerness for 
knowledge, and his desire to impart it to 
others, that he has learned to read his own 
language, and has established a school 
in his house, which is taught by a pious 
young man. Here also, religious meet- 
ings for prayer and preaching are held, 
attended by many of his neighbors, in 
which, with characteristic fervor, he 
takes a part, to the instruction and edifi- 
cation of all. This is but one case from 
among a number, in different villages, of 
illiterate persons embracing the truth, 
learning to read, and by their consistent 
piety and zeal becoming efficient_helpers, 
to the promotion of evangelical piety. 


Degala. 


In Degala there are a few faithful 
ones, mostly females, who mourn over 
the moral desolations around them, and 
whose Christian example is a daily re- 
proof to their ungodly neighbors. Here 
the gospel is faithfully preached, and 
listened to by many regular hearers. 
The past winter, a young man, hopefully 
pious, teacher of a free school, was made 
priest of the village by Mar Gabriel. He 
was ordained at the request of the peo- 
ple, with a view to supersede an older 
man, with whom the people had become 
dissatisfied. He is now quite a youth, 
but we hope he may prove worthy of the 
responsible place he holds as a religious 
teacher. 

In this, as in most of the villages, 
ignorance and superstition have a strong 
hold on the great majority of the peo- 
ple, notwithstanding all our past ef- 
forts to enlighten them. The boldness 
with which evangelical doctrines are here 
maintained, and the open disregard of 
many of their idle and erroneous customs, 
have excited, of late, very decided hos- 
tility from some influential and virulent 
enemies of the gospel. A katkhoda, or 
head man of the village, has just re- 
turned from Tabreez, whither he had 
gone to enter a complaint against our 
mission. He carried with him some old 
papers, prepared during the former con- 
troversy with Mar Shimon, and also a 
letter from Mr. Ronge, commending his. 
cause to the Russian Consul, whose pro- 
tection all French subjects in this prov- 
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ince now enjoy. But the petition and 
papers were all referred to Mr. Stevens, 
the English Consul, who reproved the 
man for his officious conduct, and gave 
him such advice as to render him quite 
satisfied to be on terms of peace and 
will. The immediate occasion of 

is complaining of us, was his maltreat- 
ment of one of our printers, on religious 
grounds, and his being required to give 
security for keeping the peace in future. 
Being a proud and quarrelsome man, and 


_ y mortified at his position, to avenge 
i f, he, with a number of his friends, 


went to the French missionary and re-. 
‘upwards of forty villages accessible, im- 


quested a papal priest and school teacher 
to be sent to his village. After a few 
days’ acquaintance the priest went away, 
and the school, for want of scholars, 
was dismissed. His mission to Tabreez 
having failed, he and his party have re- 
turned to the Nestorian church, and 
outward order is again restored in the 
village. 


Ardeshai—Priest Abraham. 


Since the settlement of Priest Abra- 
ham in Ardeshai, a large village con- 
taining upwards of a thousand souls, and 
since the more regular preaching of the 
gospel there, the religious condition of 
the place is much more promising than 
in past years. During the past winter, 
daily meetings have been well attended, 
in the house of Priest Abraham; and on 
the Sabbath, congregations of from four 
to six hundred have assembled in the 
church. More important, and we trust 
more permanent results, have followed 
from his labors in preaching publicly and 
from house to house, during the few 
months he has been there, than were 
seen in all the previous years of occa- 
sional visits. Three or four females give 
pleasing evidence of a change, not only 
from darkness to light, but from death to 
life. They evidently love the truth, and 
bless God for sending a spiritual teacher 
to show them the way of salvation. We 
trust they are but the first fruits of a 
more abundant harvest yet to be gathered 
from among the people there. Great oppo- 
sition was at first made to his residence 
there, by a few of the leading papists, 
who justly anticipated much injury to 
their cause from the presence and labors 
of sucha man. Mar Gabriel, the bishop, 
does not outwardly oppose the priest, 
though his example and life are any thing 
but what a Christian bishop’s should be. 
A wish to be considered on friendly 
terms with the mission, and, in case of an 
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emergency, to receive its aid, is doubt- 
less among the motives which induce him 
to be quiet. 


Much yet to be done—More Laborers 
needed. 


The establishment of competent na- 
tive helpers in the larger villages of the 
plain, as also in the mountains, is doubt- 
less the only way by which we can ef- 
fectually reach the people as a whole, 
and exert a permanent religious influence 
among them. Beside the regular preach- 
ing stations before enumerated, there are 


mediately around us, in only a part of 
which, as yet, a few rays of light have 
fallen, in connection with our village 
schools and the occasional preaching of 
the gospel. 

The great majority of the Nestorian 
clergy are men of a worldly character, 
who do little more than officially per- 
form the services assigned them, in 
burying the dead and administering 
the sacraments of their church. There 
are much needed, in various quarters, 
able men, whose time shall be entirely at 
their command, to preach the gospel in 
public and private, and at all times ; and 
who shall be known as the spiritual 
guides and teachers of the people. Men 
of piety, discretion and zeal, would find 
constant employment, in taking the spir- 
itual oversight of several villages in the 
vicinity of each other, and in superin- 
tending the village schools in those 
places. While we desire, immediately, to 
locate native helpers in the diocese of 
Mar Yohannan and other districts, and 
while the bishop would give his hearty 
approval and support to such a measure, 
we are not able, at present, to take from 
other departments the proper persons for 
such important places. 

Compared with the necessities of our 
field, and the extent of the harvest yet 
before us, the laborers are few. A great 
preparatory work has indeed been begun, 
by preaching, education and the press; 
but a still greater work remains to be 
accomplished through these instrumen- 
talities. And while the refreshing 
showers of divine grace have repeatedly 
descended on this garden of the Lord, 
rejoicing and encouraging the sower and 
the reaper, in the hopeful conversion of 
many scores of souls, yet not one ina 
hundred of the whole Nestorian popula- 
tion, in the view of scriptural charity, 
can be considered as a new creature in 
Christ Jesus. 
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Labor in the Mountains Called for. 


The Nestorians of the mountains, 
though no longer beyond our reach on 
account of Koordish violence, or other 
civil obstacles, as in past years, are still 
waiting for the missionary, the native 
helper and the village school. And they 
must wait still longer while the means 
for educating our helpers in the semina- 
ries are cut down, instead of being in- 
creased to meet their present demands, 
and to enable them to continue in session 
during the full term. The longer we 
delay to give them the gospel in the 
mountains, the stronger and more deter- 
mined opposition must we expect to meet 
whenever it is introduced. The rapid 
spread of ‘evangelical views among the 
people of the plain, and their return, in 
practice, to the primitive simplicity and 
purity of the gospel, are already begin- 
ning to alarm their brethren in the moun- 
tains, and to array their prejudices 
strongly against us and our work. But 
recently, one of our helpers, himself a 
mountaineer, went to Marbeshoo and 
Eel, two large villages within the limits 
of Turkey, to spend a few weeks in 
preaching the gospel. But after remain- 
ing a few days, he thought it best, for 
want of hearers and other more signifi- 
cant tokens of dislike to his doctrines and 
labors, to leave them and return. Simi- 
lar opposition will doubtless be encoun- 
tered in many other places, further in the 
interior, where the excessive ignorance, 
superstition, and blind obedience to Mar 
Shimon, give to his mandates, in the view 
of the people, almost the authority of a 
divine command. The cherished oppo- 
sition of the Patriarch and his family to 
our labors, and his unsuccessful efforts to 
arrest them on the plain, will doubtless 
lead him to exert all his influence, in 
every possible way, among the mountain- 
eers, to hinder the spread of the truth 
there. But notwithstanding this, the 
field is now open and ready for cultiva- 
tion, and laborers should be sent to occu- 
py it with the least possible delay. 


Schools. 


The supervision of the village schools has 
been, of late, mostly in the hands of Mr. Coan, 
aided by Dea. Moses. This young man was, for 
some years, the second teacher in the male sem- 
inary ; but possessing, apparently, the requisite 
qualifications for superintending schools, in con- 
nection with preaching, he has been assigned, for 
the present, to this department of labor. His 
place in the seminary has been supplied by Dea. 
Yonan, of Ada. 
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The schools are thirty-two in number, 
embracing five hundred and ninety-eight 
pupils, of whom four hundred and seven- 
ty-three are males, and one hundred and 
twenty-five females. Twelve of the 
teachers are priests, and about half of 
the whole number are hopefully pious. 
The efficiency and value of these schools 
depend much on a close and careful su- 
perintendence. This has been given 
them the past year, to the extent that 
was practicable. In one of the villages, 
where there has been much opposition to 
our labors from the ignorance and preju- 
dices of the people, we have established 
an experienced teacher and his wife, for- 
merly members of the male and female 
seminaries, and both hopeful subjects of 
the revival four years ago. At our re- 
quest they removed from Geog Tapa to 
Saralon, where they now reside. There 
being no ecclesiastics in the village, 
meetings are held in their house; and 
they thus become the spiritual instructors 
of the people as well as teachers of the 
school. We hope to supply other villa- 
ges in the same way, when we find suita- 
ble candidates and openings for them. 

Our free schools we regard as one of 
the most important auxiliaries to the ulti- 
mate and permanent success of our mis- 
sionary work among this people. They 
undermine the foundations of superstition 
and ignorance while the mind is in its 
most susceptible state, and are the great 
support and defence of all our other op- 
erations. This is illustrated in the case 
of hundreds, instructed in our schools 
and seminaries. They are a generation 
far in advance of their fathers, and more 
readily admit and yield to the claims of 
the gospel when it is preached to them. 
They are not slow to discriminate between 
truth and error, and the essentials and 
non-essentials of religion; nor do they 
hesitate to espouse the truth, even when 
it has not made a saving impression on 
their hearts. Each school,-with the Bi- 
ble, the Sabbath-school, and a pious 
teacher, is a beacon light in the spiritual 
darkness that surrounds them. Sucha 
school has all the elements of a reforma- 
tion and a pure Christianity within itself. 
It is the nucleus and centre from which 
radiate light and the knowledge of sal- 
vation for an entire village. 


The seminaries are briefly mentioned in the first 
part of the letter. “They are,” Mr. S. says, 
“both full; and the pupils are prosecuting their 
studies with diligence and success. The rich spir- 
itual blessings bestowed on them the past season, 
have naturally awakened the lateat energies of 
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their minds, and given them a new impulse in 
their pursuit afler knowledge. To a pleasing 
extent they are diligent in business and fervent 
in spirit, serving the Lord; attainments rarely 
found united in the same person among oriental 
Christians.” 





FMosul. 


JOURNAL OF MR. FORD. 


Ir will be remembered that Mr. Ford, of the 
station at Aleppo, went to Mosul in the autumn 
of 1849, to help forward the work which seemed 
to be begun in that city, and thus more fully to 
prepare the way for locating missionaries there. 
In a letter from Mr. Marsh, now stationed at 
Mosul, published in the August Herald, he refers 
to a more full description of the state of the 
work there which would be furnished by Mr. 
Ford, Having returned to Aleppo, Mr. Ford 
has forwarded extracts from his journal kept at 
Mosul, a considerable part of which is here pub- 
lished. It is already known that the expectations 
which he and others entertained, when he first ar- 
rived at Mosul, have not been fully realized. 
Referring to the hope which he had expressed, 
(in a letter published in the Herald for April last,) 
“of the evangelization of the Jacobite commu- 
nity, with the consent and co-operation of the 
ecclesiastics and people,” he says, “ There was 
ground for this hope in the enlightened views and 
friendly disposition of the Bishop of Mosul, and 
a large number of his church; but probably a 
missionary of larger experience, and deeper 
knowledge of human nature, as it is developed 
in the priesthood of these countries, would have 
been less sanguine in this expectation.” ‘1 was 
led to seek, long and patiently, the accomplish- 
ment of an object so desirable in itself, and so 
important in its consequences. At the same time 
I endeavored to follow the teadings of Provi- 
dence, and not to push forward any plan of my 
own in opposition tothem. What the will of God 
was, and how he vindicated his own sovereignty 
in opposition to human foresight, will be seen by 
a few extracts from a journal kept during the 
winter.” 


Arrival at Mosul. 


November 22. Before nine o’clock we 
came in sight of Mosul and the opposite 
village of N ebbi Yunus, and an hour after- 
wards crossed the bridge of boats and 
entered the city. We proceeded to the 
house of Mr. Rassam, the English vice- 
consul, and were cordially welcomed by 
him and his lady. Letters from Aleppo 
were handed to us, and after sitting some 
time Priest Michael came and conducted 
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us to his house, whither our baggage had 
already been sent, no house having been 
yet secured for our occupation. A large 
room was allotted us, where we spent 
the remainder of the day. We were 
soon permitted to welcome our dear and 
faithfu! brother Mikha. Several other 
persons called during the day and eve- 
ning, who seemed deeply interested in 
the gospel. Towards evening I called 
on the Jacobite Bishop Behuam, whom I 
of course was anxious to see and know. 
He received us rather coldly and said 
but little, and that mostly in answer to 
questions. He is a man somewhat above 
middle age, of fine appearance and dig- 
nified manners, but bearing in his very 
countenance the impress of his besetting 
sin, self-esteem. Our visit was one of 
ceremony and we left soon, sad at the 
reflection that one capable of doing so 
much good should be held in bondage to 
that odious monster, pride. In the eve- 
ning a few persons had assembled at our 
quarters, and in company with them we 
went to Mikha’s house, where an hour or 
two was spent in profitable conversation, 
and after joining in prayer we separated. 


On the 23d Mr. F. rented a small house for six 
months, and with some furniture borrowed from 
the brethren, made his quarters comfortable. 
The evangelical men seemed sincere, simple- 
minded and self-distrustful ; and were very desi- 
rous to have a missionary among them and much 
disappointed to know that his stay was to be so 
short. 


25. (Sabbath.) Early inthe day, ac- 
cording to previous appointment, one of 
the brethren came to conduct us to the 
church. We followed him to the new 
Jacobite church, and on entering found 
a number of people assembled, listening 
to the service. We were conducted 
through the crowd, into the “temple,” 
as it is called, near the altars, where we 
could have a near view of all that was 
done, and be onrselves unobserved. 
Soon the Bishop entered, dressed fantas- 
tically enough, and began to read the 
gospel. Near him was a group of dirty 
boys, who chanted at intervals, one of 
their number, at the same time, striking 
a large bell, which he held in his hand. 
The gospel was read in Arabic, the rest 
of the service was in Syriac. After the 
reading, the Bishop advanced toward the 
body of the church and delivered a ser- 
mon in Arabic, on “the necessity of a 
new heart.” The sermon was scriptural, 
but very unconnected and unpointed. 
His preaching was very aptly described 
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by one of his flock, who said, “The 
Bishop feeds us with wheat, but not with 
bread.” After the sermon, the ceremony 
of the mass was performed by the Bishop 
at the principal altar, and by three 
priests at smaller altars. The whole 
was a muttering of Syriac, with various 
bowings, crossings, &c., while the boys 
were some of them running about, some 
of them singing, some with censers, and 
some with lighted tallow candles, a num- 
ber of the same being kept burning on 
each of the altars. Though sickened 
by sucha mockery of worship, I remained 
till it was over, and went away with the 
people. 

In the afternoon a number of persons 
gathered at my room and in the evening 
a still larger company, and on both oc- 
casions | read portions of Scripture with 
expositions and prayer. Good attention 
was given and the truth seemed to be 
well received. 


The Bishop’s Feelings—Mercenary 
Views. 


26. In the evening, after our usual 
prayer-meeting, I went with Mikha to 
call upon the Bishop. He received me 
much as before, and after some prelimi- 
naries we came to the main points of 
discussion. He endeavored to clear 
himself of any share of the blame of 
my coming hither, and to give me a clear 
apprehension of his desire that my stay 
should be as short as possible. He was 
fully capable of preaching the gospel 
and enlightening the people, and would 
be jealous of the interference of a 
stranger, while my presence would de- 
prive him of the credit of whatever good 
might be done, and expose him to suspi- 
cion and reproach as being “ English.” 
1 did not see fit to dispute his capabili- 
ties, but simply announced my purpose 
to follow what seemed to be the call of 
duty, at the same time explaining fully 
the reasons of our past course with ref- 
erence to Mosul, and the object of my 
present visit. As to schools, he gave me 
to understand that he was quite ready 
to receive and expend any sum of money 
we might put into his hands for that pur- 
pose. I replied that we should be happy 
to do what little we could for education, 
but that no school could be supported, 
by the funds of the Board, in which the 
children were instructed in the forme 
and ceremonies of the church. This 
condition he declared could not be com- 
plied with, and the matter was settled. 
After expressing my sincere desire for 


Mosul :—Journal of Mr. Ford. 





315 


his prosperity, and the progress of his 
people in knowledge and holiness, I took 
leave of him. 

28. It appears that the Bishop, jealous 
of my poor attempts to preach the gospel 
among this people, has appointed eve- 
ning meetings at his house, where the 
Scripture is read and expounded without 
prayer. He uses every meens in his 
power to induce all to turn away from 
our services, and attend his. Thus we 
are reminded of the case of Paul the 
apostle, Phil i. 15, and cansay with him, 
‘What then! notwithstanding, every 
way, whether in pretence or in truth, 
Christ is preached, and I therein do re- 
joice, yea, and will rejoice.” 

December 3. Saturday evening, and 
yesterday afternoon and evening, our au- 
dience numbered about twenty. Yester- 
day | commenced a Bible-class exercise, 
taking up for study the gospel of John. 
Those present seemed to enter upon the 
study with interest. In the evening, 
preached from the parable of the sower. 
To-day I learned that the Bishop was 
disposed to come to an understanding, 
and would consent to open schools upon 
the terms proposed by me. At his re- 
quest I went to his house in the evening 
and had a free conversation with him. 

Setting aside the question of schools, 
I endeavored to show him that his heart 
was still unrenewed, and that he was 
consequently unfit to preach the gospel ; 
and that the first and most important 
step would be for him to seek regenerat- 
ing grace. I told him that so long as 
he tried to please men he could not be 
the servant of Christ. He received my 
remarks in a kind spirit, making it plain, 
however, that he did not coincide with 
my opinion of himself. Still I felt en- 
couraged by the general aspect of 
things and told him that I would make 
arrangements respecting schools. 

6. Having concluded what could be 
done for schools, I sent Mikha to com- 
municate my plans to the Bishop. But 
when the latter saw that I had not in- 
cluded in my estimates any salary for 
himself, he was no longer willing to 
enter into the arrangement. He had no 
support at present but from the rites and 
ceremonies of the church, and could not 
relinquish that dependence without the 
prospect of some other support. On this 
occasion, and in his subsequent conver- 
sations with Mikha, the Bishop fully dis- 
closed his character, and the mercenary 
motives by which he was governed. I[ 
felt, that however desirable his co-opera- 
tion might be, I could not, consistent!y 
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with the spirit of the gospel, hold out to 
him any such inducement, and as I had 
no employment for him I could give him 
no wages. Thus the matter rested for 
the present. 

13. From what I learn of the present 
state of the Bishop, he still remains unwil- 
ling to join with us in the work of the gos- 
pel, though prevented by many reasons 
from an active opposition. He very of- 
ten expresses his desire that we should 
aid him by money, but leave the field 
entirely to his cultivation. An excom- 
munication against all who should visit 
us, was pronounced in the church in the 
other part of the city by a strange Bish- 
op, but without the knowledge or consent 
of the proper Bishop of the diocese. 
There remains no other course for me to 
take than to proceed quietly with the 
work of instruction, and endeavor to 
lead souls to Christ, leaving the direction 
of all things to the Head of the church. 

Subsequently to the above date, I 
opened a school for boys, and took meas- 
ures also to secure instruction for females, 
very many of whom were anxious to 
learn. These measures proved a great 
annoyance to the Bishop, and he renewed 
intercourse with me once more, evidently 
hoping to waste my time in fruitless ne- 
gotiations; but I went on my way with 
no interruption from this cause. An at- 
tempt was made to accommodate matters 
through the mediation of Mr. Rassam, to 
which I made no objection. But the 
Bishop had now gone too far in his op- 
position to return, even if he would ; for 
a number of influential and mischievous 
persons, who had at first kept silent and 
made no opposition to our work, when 
they saw the course taken by their lead- 
er, began to bestir themselves zealously 
to resist the truth. This was especially 
the case in the quarter of the city oppo- 
site where I was, there being two dis- 
tinct congregations in the different quar- 
ters. 


Opposition Increasing. 


January 15,1850. The storm of oppo- 
sition, raised in the other quarter of the 
city, has become still more violent. The 
enemies first persuaded the Bishop, or 
rather frightened him, into the plan of 
excommunicating the prominent friends 
of the gospel. ‘This was to have been 
done last Sabbath but from some un- 
known cause the Bishop drew back. 
There was still a slight hope of a favor- 
able change, when, yesterday, I was sur- 
prised by a summons to appear before 
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the Pasha’s council. The Jacobite op- 
posers, with a part of the Papists, had 
conspired together, and coming upon the 
Bishop, forced him to go to the Pasha 
and complain of me. Waving my right 
to refer the Pasha to the English vice- 
consul, though still claiming his protec- 
tion, | went to the council chamber. 
The complaint entered was that I was a 
corrupter of the people. I replied, that 
being an American citizen and under 
English protection, | was not bound to 
answer in person to such charges, but 
that I was still ready to meet them, and 
that I demanded proof of the charge. 
The Bishop merely repeated the false- 
hood, with the addition that I used bribes 
to draw men to me. He said, also, 
(which was not true) that the three Chris- 
tian denominations had united in desiring 
my removal from the city. Justas I was 
about to reply to this strange charge, a 
summons came for the members oi the 
council to wait upon the Pasha, and they 
immediately left; and thus the affair 
passed off, it having become evident to 
the accusers that they had no hope of 
gaining their point. 

21. The opposers of the gospel seem 
still to have some hope of being able to 
drive me out of town, and keep up a 
sound of preparation, but of conrse ac- 
complish nothing. The Moslem authori- 
ties have ways enough to evade the ques- 
tion, and will not attempt any thing so 
much to their discredit. Meanwhile, the 
affair of last week being noised abroad 
has awakened in many a curiosity to 
know more of this strange doctrine, and 
the result is an increase of our evening 
audiences and of the number of visitors, 
especially as the last three days have 
been feast days. Light appears to be 
spreading, and thus the wrath of man is 
made to praise the Lord. 


Excommunication—Its Effects. 


February 4. Yesterday, quite unex- 
pectedly to all in this quarter of the city, 
the Bishop pronounced sentence of ex- 
communication upon Mikha, and one 
other of the evangelical men, a deacon 
in the church. This step, so unreason- 
able, and evidently inconsiderate, did not 
at all tend to harmonize the conflicting 
elements in the church ; but, on the con- 
trary, raised such a storm against the 
Bishop that he soon found himself in a 
bad position and was anxious to draw 
back. Accordingly efforts were set on 
foot as early as last evening to effect a 
reconciliation, as it was termed, and they 
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have been kept up to-day chiefly by 
means of Mikha’s wife’s relatives, who 
are very much annoyed by the Bishop’s 
course. 

5. Early this morning, as Mikha went 
out to endeavor to put an end to the ne- 
gotiations respecting himself, he fell into 
the trouble he was anxious to avoid, (be- 
ing of a mild and yielding temper,) and 
was taken, almost by force, first to the 
house of his relatives mentioned above, 
and afterwards to the Bishop’s. Here a 
sort of palaver took place, by which it 
was intended to be represented that 
Mikha had come to be reconciled to the 
Bishop, the latter being too proud to ac- 
knowledge the fault to be hisown. In 
reality, however, Mikha did not com- 
promise himself in any respect. Imme- 
diately an attempt was made to make 
capital out of this affair, and draw others 
into the snare spread for them; or, in 
other words, to induce them to acknowl- 
edge themselves offenders, and seek the 
forgiveness of the Bishop. But this 
roused the evangelical men to action, 
and they determined to call a meeting 
for consultation. The meeting was held 
in the evening, about twenty being pres- 
ent. The state of affairs was freely dis- 
cussed, and a general understanding had 
of the course to be pursued. It was de- 
termined to make a united demand upon 
the Bishop for liberty of conscience, 
promising, at the same time, obedience 
to all his reasonable authority. A paper 
was drawn up to this effect, stipulating, 
in the main, that no hinderance should be 
placed in the way of their free inter- 
course with me or any other missionaries 
who may come hither. 

6. The paper drawn up last night has 
been presented to the Bishop to-day, and 
his answer is awaited. The paper itself 
seems to have been faulty, as it contained 
a conditional promise, on the part of the 
brethren, that they would fulfill all the 
ceremonies of the church, which, if 
strictly held, they cannot perform. The 
earnest desire they have felt, all along, 
for the conversion of their spiritual 
guide, and their strong hope for him, 
have lead them to cling to him and seek 
to please him, more perhaps than even 
Christian charity would demand, or pru- 
dence permit. 

7. To-day, it seems, a renewed attempt 
has been made to procure my banishment 
from the city. An officer was sent to 
my quarters to request me to appear be- 
fore the Council. He was told to make 
known his errand to the English Consul. 
The Consul, ‘ae he heard the message, 
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dismissed the man with a rather severe 
message for those who had sent him, and 
here the matter will probably end. 

9. The effort of the brethren described 
above, to secure their rights, has proved 
unavailing, as I supposed it would. They, 
in fact, are rather injured by their ap- 
proaches to their Bishop than benefited, 
or rewarded by seeing him benefited. 
He wishes to extort from them the fulfill- 
ment of their promise without grantin, 
the condition on which it was based ; an 
I fear the consciences of some have been 
hurt by their being drawn partly into his 
snares. Fora few days past they have 
been on friendly terms with him, and out- 
wardly all has been quiet. But now they 
begin to understand his character, and 
their hopes of seeing any good froin him 
have fallen, so that they are now disposed 
to withdraw from him, and stand by 
themselves, and claim their liberty as 
Christian men. 

18. Our evening audiences have been 
somewhat diminished of late, in the midst 
of all the vicissitudes through which we 
have passed, and perhaps my attention 
has been too much occupied in efforts to 
secure the peaceable introduction of the 
truth and light of the gospel. But now 
this work is over, and I have only to la- 
bor in the direct and appropriate work of 
the missionary, preaching the gospel of 
salvation, and urging its claims upon dy- 
ing men. 


Arrival af Mr. Marsh—Important Move- 
ments. 


Mr. Ford here closes his extracts from his 
journal aud adds the following remarks : 


Without occupying more time with 
these extracts, | will merely add, in a 
word, that after the last date noted above, 
I established two schools in the quarter 
of the city where I was, one for boys 
and one for girls. The latter, ree 
was very promising, and showed early 
fruits. I found, indeed, among the fe- 
males, old and young, a very remarkable 
anxiety for knowledge; and as many as 
thirty, some of them mothers, were under 
instruction before I left. The month] 
concert for prayer was also established, 
and its object seemed to take strong hold 
of the minds of our hearers. I was grati- 
fied by hearing one or two of them in- 
quire before I left whether they could 
not contribute something for the spread 
of the gospel. 

On the 29th of March, Mr. Marsh ar- 
rived, after a very quick and prosperous 
journey. His coming was opportune, 
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and I was led to wonder and adore the 
divine goodness in keeping me in my 
place until his arrival, and not allowing 
the misfortune of having this little flock 
again left without a shepherd. It was 
delightful to witness the joy of the breth- 
ren, when they saw themselves provided 
with a teacher and guide, who was to re- 
main among them, whom they could call 
their own. I remained twelve days after 
Br. M.’s arrival, and this brief period, so 
full of interest in many respects, was 
characterized by three important occur- 
rences. The first was the final excom- 
munication of the prominent friends of 
evangelical truth by the Bishop, an event 
which greatly relieved all affected by it, 
and left them more independent in their 
position as Bible Christians. 

The second occurrence was the pur- 
chase of a house, which was intended to 
be the place of Protestant worship. The 
building was secured at a very small 
price, and alterations immediately begun. 
At first we were threatened with formi- 
dable opposition from the Mohammedans 
of the quarter, and betook ourselves to 
earnest prayer for the divine interposi- 
tion. This interposition was granted, 
and in a moment, as it were, the clouds 
that looked so threatening were dis- 
persed. The building has since been 
completed, and proves a very commodious 
chapel. 

The third event of importance was 
the taking of preliminary steps for the 
formation of a separate Protestant com- 
munity. A petition for their recognition 
as such was forwarded by the brethren 
to Constantinople. The result of this 
movement will soon be seen. 


LETTER FROM MR. MARSH, APRIL 29, 
1850. 


Tuis letter from Mr. Marsh appropriately fol- 
lows the above extracts from Mr. Ford’s journal. 


It is now just a month since I reached 
Mosul, and [ may safely say a month as 
full of the peace that passeth understand- 
ing as any I ever passed. I bless God 
that I am here; and I feel that it is even 
es discipline for my naturally too 

uoyant spirit to be so much alone. 

I hope you have not indulged too san- 

ine expectations in regard to numbers. 

ou doubtless are prepared, by long ex- 
perience, for the changes which occur 
when novelty and excitement give place 
to principle; and if many went back 
and walked no more with our Savior, 
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you will not perhaps think that God has 
deserted us if I call your attention to 
numbers diminishing. At the time of 
Mr. Perkins’s visit, our brethren had the 
sympathy of the Bishop here, and were 
attracted by the authority of Bishop Mar 
Yohannan, as well as the influence of 
Messrs. Perkins and Stocking. They 
report as many as fifty at their largest 
meeting. When brother Ford first came 
he reported from twenty to thirty of an 
evening. A little while before I came 
the Bishop took the attitude of decided 
opposition ; and when I came he finally 
excommunicated four persons, and has 
endeavored, by every art in his power, 
by threats and by flattery, by promises 
and lies as to his true position and what 
the word of God teaches, and by falsely 
imprisoning for taxes,—by all these arts 
he has endeavored to keep men from us. 
Is it strange that a simple people, but 
half informed of the truth, many of them 
unable to read even the word of God and 
judge for themselves, should hesitate, and 
that many should turn back ? 


Mr. Marsh then gives a table of numbers that 
had been present at their meetings at different 
times since his arrival at Mosul, showing that 
afier diminishing for a time the number was 
again increasing. On the 28th of April twelve 
were present at the Bible class and thirteen at 
preaching. 


The week before last, was the one of 
greatest trial to the faith of our brethren. 
Then the apparent strength of our cause 
was at its lowest ebb. We feel that our 
position is now more encouraging. In- 
deed the dread of the Bishop’s excom- 
munication is less, for now men begin 
to come to us again, and we do feel that 
God is with us. 

Several circumstances cheer me. I 
have been able to induce six of our 
number to take part in prayer, which 
none but Mikha had tried before brother 
Ford left. I think while they pray we 
are safe. 


As another encouraging circumstance Mr. 
Marsh mentions that they were learning to give. 
They had contributed, of their money and of their 
time and efforts, to assist him in procuring a house 
and to provide a chapel. One had inquired if 
there were not societies for giving to the heathen, 
and wished to do something for them. 


By the anathemas of the Bishop our 
boys’ school has been reduced to six. 
But as they had no girls’ school we re- 
tain an average of fifteen there, who are 
leaning to sew as well as to read. Sev- 
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eral adult females are learning to read, 
and I am teaching two boys English. 

A Chaldean came a day or two since 
and said that he wished to follow us, as 
every body was speaking for or against 
us, and he was sure we had the truth. 
Although we had never seen him before, 
and have not seen him since, yet this 
shows the spirit of inquiry. I have sold 
a Bible to a Catholic and lent one to a 
Jew, and several copies of Meshaka have 
gone secretly to some of the most influ- 
ential men here. In short, even the 
Bishop says that the truth is with us ; but 
that the people would forsake him if he 
followed it at once. We bless God and 
take courage. 


Another letter has been received from Mr. 
Marsh, dated May 11, in which he says, “ The 
last fortnight has been one of great trial and of 
corresponding interest.” Decided opposition 
was manifested, but the number attending the 
meetings did not diminish, and the schools con- 
tinued the same in numbers; boys’ school, 6; 
girls’ school, 15. ‘Their chapel had been opened, 
and dedicated to the worship of God. 








Recent Entellfgence. 


Soutn Arrica.—Letters from this mission 
make it apparent that the prospects of the native 
population among whom the missionaries are 
situated, and so of the mission, are, in some re- 
spects, less encouraging than they were a few 
years since. The policy which was entered upon 
by the English government for securing to the 
natives full protection and entire justice, assign- 
ing them lands in good and sufficient locations, 
where they might be safe from intrusion, aud 
might conveniently be brought under the influence 
of local magistrates and of educational and reli- 
gious institutions, has not been fully carried out 
as yet, but remains in a state of suspension. It 
is not abandoned, but it is not carried forward, 
and is decidedly opposed by many of the colo- 
nists, who earnestly wish, in some instances, to 
get possession of lands which have already been 
set apart as locations for the natives, and are 
strongly opposed to giving them other lands, 
where it has been supposed locations would be 
made, As in the case of colonists generally, 
throughout the world, there is manifested by 
them, no great degree of friendly feeling towards 
the native population, and far too little regard for 
their interests or rights ; but a strong desire to 
obtain for themselves the best lands, and all the 
advantages the country affords, irrespective of 
these interests. Suill, some at least of the officers 
of government manifest the best wishes and in- 
tentions, and the missionaries yet hope that the 
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policy will, in the end, be carried out, in a spirit 
of justice and kindness alike honorable and _phil- 
anthropic. At present there is doubt and fear, 
and an unsettled state of things which is unfavor- 
able; yet nothing appears by which the mission- 
aries are disheartened. Their labors are crowned 
with very encouraging success, and they feel that 
there is still plainly a call for more laborers, 
Indeed, if there is danger that the interests of 
the natives will not be sufficiently regarded,—if 
there is danger that, in South Africa as in Amer- 
ica, the native population will waste away and 
disappear before the ingress of Europeans,— 
then is there, in some respects, the more urgent 
occasion for pressing forward in the missionary 
work. Nothing else will be so likely to arrest 
this wasting process, nothing else will be so 
likely to secure justice to the natives and a per- 
manent regard for all their interests, as the suc- 
cess of this work among them—the civilizing and 
elevating influence of Christianity felt by them. 
And if the wasting process cannot be arrested, 
if native tribes must disappear before growing 
colonies from Christian lands, does not every 
Christian heart say at once, Let us preach the 
gospel to them while we may. Let us, the more 
promptly because of this danger, enter the doors 
which Providence now opens, and the more 
earnestly exert ourselves for their spiritual good. 


Mr. McKinney, of Amahlongwa, in a letter 
dated March 11, says: 


The spiritual aspect of some of the stations is 
much as heretofore. At Umlazi and Umvoti 
there is a great deal of interest manifested, and 
new cases of inquiry are constantly occurring. 
At Amahlongwa there is no apparent interest 
among the people. At differeat umes there have 
been some encouraging appearauces in a few 
individual cases, but alas, they have been fleet- 
ing as the clouds of the morning. ‘The congre- 
gations, just at the present time, are respectable, 
and I see no discouragement in this respect. 
Many seem to listen with attention, but I have no 
reason to suppose that the hearts of the people 
are interested. Often, when | look over the 
multitudes of these heathen, who seem utterly 
indifferent to every thing but their own wicked 
pleasures, my heart exclaims at once, “ can these 
dry bones live?” Oh for the spirit of God to 
breathe upon them, to bring them up from their 
worse than natural death, to the fullness of life 
offered them in the precious gospel. 


The foliowing extract is from a letter from Mr. 
A. Grout, dated February 20. 


The last year with me was one of general 
prosperity ; but as respects the number of con- 
versions at my station, it was small, and I 
think but one was added to my church. How- 
ever, about the beginning of this year we began 
to see better times, and now some sixteen are 
indulging hope of conversion, and as yet appear 
very well. I fiud, that some of these became 
serious as long ago as September last; and a 
few have now become decided, who were very 
serious some two years ago, when I baptized 
seven young men and had such a bitter perse- 
cution against them. Now, however, no one has 
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a word to say against the work. In the past 
they have seen phaialy enough, that persecution 


works against them rather than for them, 


Ia this letter Mr. Grout speaks of Mr. Bryant 
as becoming constantly, but gradually, more and 
more feeble. He was, however, stil able to 
continue his studies, and was engaged with Mr. 
L. Grout, at Umsunduzi, in translating the Psalms. 
Mrs. Bryant was also in very feeble health. 


Trepizonp.—A line has been received from 
Mr. Bliss, dated Smyrna, June 17th, announcing 
the safe arrival, at that place, of the company 
with which he sailed in April last, “ all in good 
health.” 


Broosa.—A letter from Mr. Crane, dated 
July 3d, gives a lengthy account of difficulties 
which he had encountered in hiring a house. 
Every possible obstacle seems to have been 
thrown in the way by opposing Armenians ; and 
Mr. Crane expresses his conviction, that unless 
some change shall occur, it will be almost im- 
possible for missionaries hereafter to obtain 
houses in Broosa. The change, however, it may 
be expected will come, if it shall still be best for 
missionaries to reside there. “ ‘I'he king’s heart,” 
and the hearts of the people, are “ in the hand 
of the Lord.” 


Canton —Mr. Bonney writes from Whampoa, 
May 22d. He had been residing at Whampoa 
for four months, and though at first he found 
much unfriendly feeling towards foreigners, pre- 
judice seemed to be gradually giving way, and 
he was, when he wrote, generally well received 
among the people ; and was devoting himself in 
great measure to visiting from house to house, 
conversing on the subject of religion, and sup- 
plying those who could read with Christian tracts 
and the Gospels. 

The market town of Whampoa is op the east- 
ern end of Whampoa island, “ about two hours’ 
sail, with a fair tide, below Canton,” and is “ one 
of twenty-four villages united for commercial 
and civil affairs, having a common Council Hall, 
where delegates from each village assemble to 
transact public business,” and having, in all, a 
population of about 67,000. Mr. B. had extend- 
ed his visits to twenty-three of these villages, and 
he thinks every thing calls for the permanent res- 
idence of a missionary there. “ The obstacles 
are fewer than in any other place outside the 
city, so far as is known.” 


Mr. Williams, writing from Canton, May 22d, 
remarks : 


I can add one more to the many requests 
which have been made by us from time to time, 
that ag would send us help. * * * We are 
greatly in need of it to maintain the work which 
is now carried on, and it is a matier of some 
doubt whether some of it can be continued until 
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the time when we may expect assistance. * * * 
There is much to do here, and prudent zeal can 
fiud abundant employment, preaching in the 
house and atthe door, distributing books, and 
administering relief to the afflicted. * * * We 
look for help from home to enable us to take ad- 
vantage of these openings, knowing that the 
helpers cannot arrive and be prepared to take 
au active part under three years; by which time, 
1 am sure, we shall stand.in great need of relief 
from our exertions. We beg you to consider our 
need and send us men, to improve these open- 
ings and to supply our necessities in our present 
position. 


Amoy.—Mr. Doty, under date May 14th, gives 
an encouraging account of the state of things at 
Amoy, and sends an earnest appeal for helpers 
which will be published hereafter. At the close 
of his letter he remarks : 


By publication on the Sabbath from the pulpit, 
a meeting for conference with such as might de- 
sire to consult as to their souls’ interests, or admis- 
sion to the church, was appointed for yesterday. 
Six individuals, two males and four females 
came, all of whom manifest an apparently sincere 
desire to be numbered among the avowed follow- 
ers of Jesus. Of the females, three are wives of 
church-members and have been the subjects of 
prayer aud instruction. The fourth is a widow 
who has long been an attentive and apparently 
interested hearer of the Word. I never have 
feltso deeply the solemn responsibilities of the 
position of a missionary as now. ‘These all con- 
fess themselves sinuers needing salvation, and 
yrofess that their only hope is in Jesus Christ. 
They seem to be sincere, and desirous to be more 
fully instructed. In external deportment every 
one has much changed. By this I do not mean 
that they have given up idolatry, and now are 
calling upon the one living God,—though this is 
true,—but their whole manner and deportment 
are different from what was the case when I first 
became acquainted with them. Suill there is 
great mental darkness and deep ignorance. How 
far such darkness may exist Consistently with the 
presence of renewing grace, it is difficult to say. 
I am in very much detbt as to what is duty. If 
these are truly babes in Christ, their proper place, 
doubtless, is within the pale of the church; and 
here, by a voluntary act, they ask for a place. 
‘The two males are both readers, and have a bet- 
ter knowledge of gospel doctrine and duty, and 
their grounds for asking baptism are more satis- 
factory. One of these is truly gifted in prayer, 
and bas natural talents adapted to active useful- 
ness. I have come to no decision as to the case 
of any one, and do humbly look for guidance 
from above, that | may do what I ought to do, 
exercising a wise and judicious care over these 
souls, and guiding them so that they may all be 
found at last within the fold of Christ. 


NortH American Inptans.—Mr. Willey 
writes from Dwight, Cherokee Nation, May 22: 


There is a better state of religious feeling here 
than there has been before since | came. Some 
of the girls [in the school] are serious, and some 
indulge a hope and seek admission to the church. 
‘here are cases of seriousness, aud one of hope, 
at Skin Bayou. Some of our meetings are sol- 
emn aud delightful. We know not what the 
Lord is about to do, or whether any thing special ; 
but we will labor and pray and hope on, trusting 
in God, 
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Manchester, Ist ch. Mrs. N. Moors, 16 #8 
Milford, Cong. ch. 
Mome Proceedings. Mt. Vernon, La. 
- Wiltony do. iT 35274 71 
EMBARKATION. Merrimack co. Aux. So. G. Hutchins, Tr. 
Concord, Chil. of North mater. asso. 

Rev. H. G. O. Dwicut, of the Armenian afer bee an. “f 9 1 00 
mission, sailed from Boston Aug. 3, in the bark “ire E. 2. rs. lama 6 00 
Stamboul, Capt. Ki , for Smy -| Hooksett, Cong. so. m. c. 2 50 
Stambou pt. Kingman, for Smyrna, accom Warner, PU. 8: : 11 50 


panied by his wife and four children, on his re- 
turn to his station at Constantinople. 





ANNUAL MEETING OF THE BOARD. 


The Forty-first Annual Meeting of 
the American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions will be held at Os- 
wego, N. Y., commencing Tuesday, the 
10th day of September, at 4 o’clock, P. M. 
‘The Annual Sermon, it is expected, 
will be preached by Richard S. Storrs, 
D. D., of Braintree, Mass., or, in case of 
his failure, by Leonard Bacon, D. D., of 
New Haven, Connecticut. 








DONATIONS, 


RECEIVED IN JULY. 


MAINE. 


Cumberland co. Aux. So. D. “wander 
Harrison, Cong. ch. and so. 13 
Portland, 2d do. 115.80 ; m. c. 43,62; 

3d do. m. c. 25,19; High-st. ch. 
and so. 265; m. c. 77 10; 
Yarmouth, Cong. ch, 22 72—562 43 

Kennebec co. Cont. of chs. i. Nason, T'r. 

Litchfield, Cong. ch. m. 20 

Lincoln co. Aux. So. Rev. ‘i. W. Ellingwood, Tr. 
Bath, Rev. J. W. Ellingwood, to cons. 


Woopevrry 8S. Dana an H. 00 00 
Penobscot co. Aux. So. J. 8. Wheelwright, Tr. 
Sangor, Ist par. s. s. 0 00 
Garland, Cong. ch. and so, 4 00 
Levaut, do. 5; Miss C. dec’d, 
2,50; Mrs. C. 1; 8 50—55 50 
Somerset co. Aux. So. C. Selden, Tr. 
Mercer, m. c. 5 36 
York co. Conf. of chs. Rev. G. W. Cressey, Tr. 
Alfred, Cong. ch. and so, 00 
Ww ells, Mrs. Cushing’s inf. class, for 
Dr. Seudder, 4,02; Miss M. A. 
Bragdon’s s. s. class, for do. 4,10; 8 12—-23 12 
766 41 
Albany, Cong. ch. and so. 9; Andover, m. c. 
7; Dexter, cong. so. 6; Fryeburg, J. C. 10; 
Monson, cung. so. 21 ; 
819 41 
NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Cheshire co. Aux. So. W. Lamson, Tr. 
Keene, by Isaac Rand, 5 00 
Jaffrey, Ist cong. ch. 2,34; Mrs. M. 
+ 4,66 ; 7 00——22 00 
Grafton co. Aux. So. W. W. Russell, > 
Bristol, m. c. 1 00 
Hanover, Miss H. 
Littleton, Coll. 9,54; m. c. 19,60; 
8. s. con. for schs. at Madras, 3,86; 33 00 
Plymouth, Cong. ch. and so.m.c. 69 16—113 66 


Hillsboro’ co. Aux. So. J. A. Wheat, Tr. 
Amherst, m. c. 34; a friend, wh. cons, 
Rev. TimoTHy Stzanns, of King- 
ston, O. an H. M. 50; 
Bedford, James FRENCH, wh. cons. 
him an H. M 


, 00 00 
Greenfield, Evan. ch. 


10 00 


Rockingham co. Conf. of chs. Francis Grant, Tr. 
New Castle, s. s. for Ind. chil. 

Strafford co. Conf. of chs. E. J. Lane, Tr. 
Centre Harbor, Ch. and so. 

Sullivan co. Aux. So. E. L. Goddard, Tr. 
Acworth, Cong. so. m. c. 1 
Meriden, do. coll. 49; m. c. 46,52; 

245 


214 


76 


113 71 
1 00—1)2 72 


550 72 





Ded. coun. note, 


VERMONT. 


Addison co. Aux. So. A. Wilcox, Tr. 
Addison, Cong. ch. 15,13; Mra. M. 
C.2: 5. W555 ; 
Bridport, Cong. ch. 
Middlebury, do. 
Shoreham, do. 


m. Cc. 





11] 46 
56—110 90 


150 00 


Ded. disc. 
Caledonia co. Conf. of chs. E. Jewett, T'r. 
St. Johnsbury, E. & T. Fairbanks & Co. 
Chittenden co. Aux. so. M. A. Seymour, Tr. 
a? Cae ch.m.c. 11; 8. 8. 
ad i P. Hickok, 50; pew 
rent 92 50 
Unierhil North cong. so. 9; A. E. 


Williston, E.8. 
Orange co. Aux. So. J. W. Smith, Tr. 


13 00 
10 00—115 50 


Chelsea, Cong. ch. and so. 43 56 
Rutland co. Aux. So. J. Barrett, Jr. Tr. 
Rutland, E. par. m. c. 20,20 ; W. par. coll. 52 
Washington co. Aux. So. J. W. ee Tr. 
Montpelier, La. 50 00 
Stow, Cong. ch, 21 62 
Waitsfield, do. 35 00—106 62 
Windham co. Aux. So. F. Tyler, Tr. 
W. Brattleboro’, Cong. ch. and so. 79,02; 
m. c. 16,89; 8. 8. 7,26 ; 103 17 
Windsor co. Aux. So. by J. Steele and E. P. 
Nevens. 
Royalton, Cong. ch. and so. 25; la. 

13; 38 00 
Sharon, Cong. ch. and go. la. 39 50 
Weathersfield Centre, Coll. 15 00 
White River, Cong. so. 16,20; m. c. 

1; S. T. 12,80; 

Windsor, Cong. ch. and so. gent. 
32,25; la. 17,75; s. 8. 15 51 00—173 50 
878 55 
Legacies.—Dorset, Mrs. Susanna C. Jackson, 
by Rev. S. C. Jackson, Ex’r, 100 00 
978 55 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
Barnatable co. Aux. So. W. Crocker, Tr. 
Harwich, m. c. 23 00 
N. Falmouth, Cong. ch. 0 00—-33 00 


Berkshire co. Aux. So. Rev. J. J. _—", Tr. 
Great Barrington, 81 25 


N. Adams, 60 00 
Pittsfield, Cong. ch. and so. gent. 
130,25; la. wh. cons. Mrs. Racne. 


Cuicpos and Mrs. Heman Hum- 
purey H. M. 224,78; m. c. 272,28 ; 
Union Engine Fire Co. 18,50; int. 
4. ae m. ¢. in Young La. Inst. 





13,4 
Brock bridge, D. D. for Stockbridge 
miss. 
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Williamstown, La. miss. so. 160; Taunton and vic. Aux. So. 

Williams College, 100,49; m. c. Norton, Orth. cong ch. and so. m. c. 70 00 

11,51; 272 00 _— 

Windsor, Gent. 10 45-1,088 12 5,422 36 
Boston, 8. ‘A. Danforth, Agent. Chelsea, Winnisimmet ch. and so. m. c. 

(Of wh. fr. L. U.5; a little girl, for miss. 48,92; E. Cambridge, evan. cong. ch. and 

to pune, 8s a friend, 2; Penitent Fem. 80. m. c. 9,68 ; Lowell, Ist cong. ch and so. 

Ref. m. c. 2,13 3) 888 21} m.c. 75,07; Medford, Mystic ch. and so, 

Essex co. Non, Aux. So. J. Caldwell, Tr. 9.1; a friend, to cons. Mrs, Saran A. War- 

Bradford, Miss. cir. of acad. to cons. Rev. ner an H. M. lov ; Tewksbury, N. W. dis. 

Eowtn E. Butss of Trebizond,an H.M. 5000} m.c. 930; W eston, Mrs. Alpheus Bigelow, 
ee South, Aux. So. C. M. Richardson, for miss. at E:zeroom, 30; Woburn, Ist 
cong. ch. and so. 150 ; 512 97 

Beverly, 4th ch. and so. 34 00 omnes 

Essex, Mr. Crowell’s so. s. s. for 5,935 33 
Ceylon schs. 50 00 Legacies.—Longmeadow, Miss Sarah White, 

Manchester, A friend, 50 00 by W. White, Ex’r, 200; Westfield, Chas. 

Marblehead, Mater. asso. for chil. at Dewey, by C. VO. Chapin, Tr. (prev. rec'd 
Madara, 6; a little girl, Se. ; 6 05 285,) 267 ; 467 00 

Salem, Crombie-st ch and 80. (of —_-—- 
wh. to cons. Rev. James M. “7 6,402 33 
rin and Mrs. Mary P. Hoppin H. 

M. 200; R. P. Waters, to cons. CONNECTIOUT. 
Miss Louies Osnonse of Lowell, Fairfield co. East, Aux. So. Rev. J.8. Whitelesoy, Te. 
17,95. ) => “17 95—558 00 Bridgeport, Ist cong. ch. and so. (of wh. fi 
+ THomas C. Worptn, wh. cons. him an ih 
Hampden co. Aux. So. C. O. Chapin, Tr. M. 100,) 154; T.C. Perry, 35 ; 189 00 

Chest”* mipeiga ran Sips we 6 30 Fairfield co. West, Aux. So. C. Marvin, Tr. 

ChesterVillag’, oe F Greenwich, Three indiv. 100 00 
m. ¢. 17,13; 64 ww Hartford co Aux. 80. A. W. Butler, *~. 

Chicopee, 3d cong. ch. 60 ; 3 Palla, 2d Bloomfield, Cong. ch. and so. 
do. 46,17 ; m. c. 40; 146 17 E. Hartford, m. ¢. is 00 

East Granville, € ~ wy °> E. Hartland, Cong eb. 10 31 

Holyoke, p @ 20 00 E. Windsor Hill, Theolog. Ins. m. c. 10 00 

Longmeadow, Ist do. m. ee 29,81 ; W. Hartford, Mark Gridley, 353 37—413 18 

do. m. ¢. 17 46 81 Hartford co. South, Aux. So. H. S. Ward, Tr. 

rae Ist cong. so. 22,76; m. c. 06 Middletown, A friend, for debt, . 100 00 

Litchfield co. Aux. So. C. L. Webb, Tr. 

Springfield, 8. so. (of wh. fr. G. Mer- N. Cornwall, Cong. so. 28 58 
riam, to cons. Mrs. Dorotuyr 8. New Haven City, Aux. So. A. H. Maltby, Agent. 
Meaatam an H M. 100,) 341,07; Fairhaven, Mrs. E. Minor, for Oroo- 

m. c. 48,93; N. cong so. 28, 33; "418 33 aiah, 30 00 

Westfield, Dr. Davis’s so. 100; m. c. New Haven, Ist ch. and so. N. H. 

33; young la. 4,50; 7 50—883 30 Gastos, wh. cons. him an H. M. 
Hampshire co. Aux. So. J.D. Whitney, a Tr. 100: 3d do. 41,15; union m. ec. 

Amherst, Faculty and students o 2,88; officers and students of 
college, 125 27 Yale college, (of wh. to cons. Prof. 

Easthampton, m. c. 121 83 James Hapuey an H. M. 100,) 

Northampton, Ist par. m c. 49,18; 500 ; pupils of Coll. and Com. Ins. 
gen. benev. so. 299,10 ; s. 8. 7,43 5 ~ Talcot Huntington Russell, 

C. L. M. 4,83; Edwards eb. m. . Ceylon, 12; prev. ack. 7; 673 03—703 03 
be send 373 44 New Haven > eee Aux. So. A. Town- 

Plainfield, Cong. ch. andso.m.c. 10 00 send, Jr., 

8. Hadley, m. c. 19; 8 W.N. for Middlebury, E EH. 10 00 
Mikha, at Mosul, 1; Mt. Holyoke Prospect, m. ¢. 577 
sem. teachers, 12); pupils, 330,50 ; Wolcott, 8 00—-23 77 } 
wh. cons. Mies Hanaist Jonneon Norwich and vic. Aux. So. F. A. Perkins, Tr. 
and Mies Emity Jessur H. M. 470 50 Greenville, Cong. so. s. s. miss. ass0. 34 00 

8. Hadley Falls, Cong. ch. and so. 66 30 Lebanon, Exeter so. 14 80 

Whately, 2d pur 28 93-1,196 27 Lisbon, Hanover so. 15 00 

Middlesex: South Conf. of chs. Norwich, Ist so. m. c. 50; Main-st. 

Concord, A lady, 10 00 ch. gent. 80; Main-st. and 2d chs. 

Holliston, La benev. read. so. for m. c. 52.40 ; 182 40—246 20 
Choctaw miss. Ni 00 Tolland co. Aux. So. J. R. Flynt, Tr. 

Marlboro’, Union ch. m. c. , 6 00—-27 00) “NY. Coventry, * 15 55 

Norfolk co. Aux. So. Rev. 8. Harding, Tr. Windham co. North, Aux. So, J. B. Gay, Tr. 

— 8. 8. class, for Nestorian Thompson, m. c. 10; J. Gay, dec’d, 

2% rent of pew, 5; 15 00 

Dorchester, —e ch. 131,43 ; 7. Windham co. Seuth, Aux. So. Z. cam, 5 Tr. 

Forbore’ Coll. 16588 ; re 10 82 Hampton, F. A. B. and wife, ha 

, 

Medway Village, C. P. 5 00 Willimantic, Cong. so. 2 prrecine 

Roxbury, Cyt ch. and so. gent. 100; bee as 1,890 31 
m. c, 22,1 

Legacies.—Coventry, Mrs. Abigail Wright, 

w. Medway, Mrs. A. Adams, for a Harvey yt Ader, 50 ; Derby, 
Nestorian miss. 10 00 Phebe Tucker, by A. Townsend, Jr. Tr. 

West Roxbury, m. c. 15; Rev. C. 75: . 125 00 
Marsh, 10; Nine. T.5; hail, T 30 00—437 46 , Pees P's 

Old Colony Aux So. H. Cogges a r 

Mattapoisett, Owners of Bark Sarah, aoe mt 
wh. cons. Bartiett MavHew, RHODE ISLAND. 
2d, of W. Tisbury, an H. M. 100 00 : : 

Wareham, Cong. ch. and so. 50 00—150 00] Bristol, Catholic cong. ch. and so. 75; la. 

Palestine Miss. So. E. ‘Alden, Tr. miss. so. 50; 125 00 
N. Bridgewater, Ist par. 22 00 
8. Abington, 8. V. 3 00—25 00 NEW YORK. 
Franklin co. i So. L. Merriam, Tr. ea 

Conway, m. 15 00} Board of Foreign Missions in Ref. Dutch ch. 
Harmony Conf. “of chs. W. C. Capron, Tr. C. 8. Little, New York, Tr. 

Upton, A friend, 100} New Scotland, A fam. subscrip. 15 00 























1850. 


New York, R. D. ch. Washington 
square, 50,77 ; a friend, 5; a mem. 
of R. D. ch. 5; Miss G. Young, 6; 
a mem. of Colleg. R. D. ch. for 


Amoy chapel, 5; 7177 
Poughkeepsie, Ist R. D. ch. 9 15 
Walden, A lady, 1 00 
Wawarsing, R. D. ch. 100 00 
West Troy, South ch. 30 00 
Wynantskiil, R. D. ch. 16 25 
Yonkers, do. 12 80 





255 97 
Ded. paid Rev. W. Youngblood, 50 00—205 97 
Chatauque co. Aux. So. 8, H. Hungerford, Tr. 
Carroll Village, Cong. ch. 13 06 
Geneva and vic. C. A. Cook, Agent. 

Albion, Pres. ch. 

Bainbridge and Nineveh, Pres. ch. 

Benton, Wm. ee, dec'd, 

Bethel, Pres. ch 

Cc henango Forks, : 

Coventry, Cong. ch. 44,86; G. D. 
Phillips, wh. and prev. dona. cons. 
Mrs. Betsey Puicures an H. M. 
50 ; Mrs. E. A, Hoyt, wh. and prev. 
dona. cons. James P. Hoyt an H. 


00 
21 00 
5u 00 
15 00 
22 00 


- 25; 119 86 
Coventryville, Cong. ch. 19 vO 
Geneva, Pres. ch. H. Dwight, 70; 

Rev. W. H. 10; 80 00 
Greene, Cong. ch. 12 00 
Hamilton, L. Foote, 20 00 


Lisle, Cong. ch. 35; m. c. 11,68; 
fem. cent so. 19,40 ; 66 08 
McDonough, Pres. ch. j 
Norwich, Pres. ch. 48; m. c. 30,90; 
Mrs. I. Sheldon, for Mary 4. Shel- 
don, Ceylon, 1U ; L. Bement, dec’d, 


Sherburne, Cong. ch. 82,84; D. A. 
Rexford, wh. and prev. dona. cons. 
Bensamin F. Rexrorp, of Nor- 
wich, an H. M. 50; la. miss. so. 
for Mary Kezford, Ceylon, 20; 

8. s. miss. asso, 20; W. Newton, 
for Amelia N. Little, Ceylon, 20; 
Mrs. L. Newton, for Maria WVew- 
ton, do. 20; 212 84 
Syracuse, Miss H. Monroe, 30 Oo 
Triangle, 6 8v—810 48 
Greene co. Aux. So. J. Doane, Tr. 

Durham, Rev. Dr. W ilhston, avails 
of Millennial Discourses, (of wh. 
to cons. Mrs. Clarissa ApaMs an 
H. M. 100,) 145 00 

Hunter, m. c. 20 vww— 

Monroe co. and vic. E. Ely, Tr. 

Rochester, Ist pres. ch. 215,68; Mrs.S. Ray, 
wh. and prev dona. cons. CHartes Rar 
an H. M. 30; juv. deling. in House of 
Ref. for Ceylon m. 4; Misses Ely for do. 


165 00 


Swe. ; 250 18 
New York City & Brooklyn Aux. So. J. W. 
Tracy, Tr. 
Of wh. fr. Mercer-st. pres. ch. Anson G. 
helps, for miss. to W. Africa, wh. eons. 
Miivaro Fitimore, Washington, D. C., 
and Henry Cray, of Kentucky, H. M: 
1,500 ; Brick pres. ch. H. Holden, wh. cons. 
ApranaM Van Wyck Van Vecuten, of 
New York, and Miss Emma Hotnen, of 
Newark, N. J., H. M. 250; 11th pres. ch. 
s. s. 12,85; 10th pres. ch. wh. cons. J. F. 
Joy an H. M. 134,53; Brooklyn, &. pres. 
ch. m. c. 34,32; Armstrong juv. miss. so. 
for Gaboon miss. 10 ;) 
Otsego co. Aux. So. D. H. Little, Tr. 
Cooperstown, Pres. ch. m. c. 12,65; fem. 


2,231 17 


miss. 80. 54,76; 8. 8. 12; 79 41 
Washington co. Aux. So. M. Freeman, Tr. 
Middle Granville, Pres. ch. "33 04 
N. Granville, Ist do. m.c¢. 43 00 
Whitehall, Ist do, m.c. 82 00-—-158 04 
3,913 31 


C. A. D. 10; a lady, 7; Albany, E. and H. 8. 
for Ceylon m. 2; Amsterdam Village, pres. 
ch. fem. a. 8. for Maria Douchy, Ceylon, 
20; mater. asso. for M. S. Goodale, do. 20; 


Caldwell, 





Donations. 


Avon Springs, Misses C. 20c.; Batavia, a 
friend, for Ceylon m. 10; Bethlehem, pres. 
ch. and cong m. c. 49,12 ; coll. 35,25 ; Bi 
hamton, Rev. P. Lockwood, 15 ; Mis. M. 
D. L. 10; Byron, s.s. for Mr. Fisk’s sch. 
Orvomiah, 27; Cleveland, Miss M. A. B. 
4; Clinton, young la. sew. so. for Daniel 
Poor. Ceylon, 20; Danville, 2d pres. ch. 15; 
Dryden, F. 8.2; Geneseo, Mra. Lord, for 
Ceylon m. 12; Mrs. C. for do. 5; Rev. Mr. 
F. for do. 1,50 ; 8. and W. W. for do. 50c. ; 
A. B. and sis. for do. 50c.; Hudson, Ist 
pres ch. E. 8. H.5; Malone, juv. miss. so. 
for Ahmed. miss. 10 ; Mt. Morvis, four girle, 
for Ceylon m. 80c.; New Scotland, pres. 
ch. 30; Niagara Falls, a fam. offg, for 
Ceylon m. 20.75; Pittstown, Mrs. V. 5; 
Rocky Point, cong. ch and so. 12,43 ; Sand 
Lake, 18; Schaghticoke, er ch. and cong. 
90; s. 13,73 6,27; Troy, ist 
pres. ch. m.c. dos” Union pres. ch. wh. cons, 
Ricuarp H. Steece, of Ballston Spa, an 
H. M. 53; Walton, cong. ch. 7; 


NEW JERSEY. 


L. C. C. 8,25; Camptown, Mrs. 
Hyde und chil. for Ceylon m. 10,65 ; Dover, 
chil. 60c.; Hanover Neck, pres. ch. 10; 
Newark, Mrs. E. J. Armstrong, 30 ; 3d pres. 
ch. m. c. 6,22 ; two sisters of s. 8. 1; a lad 
in Dr. B.’s cong. for Ceylon m. 1: Rahway, 
G. L. 10; Rockaway, pres.ch. 62,51; Wan- 
tage, Ist pres. ch. 10; 


PENNSYLVANIA, 


Athens, pres. ch. m. c. 21,05; Erie, Ist pres. 


ch. wh. cons. Rev. J.J. Akin, of Olean, 
N. Y.an H M. 50; G E 5c ; fam. off’g, 
2,50; Meadville, pres. ch. to cons. Rev. 
Ricwaro Craigurap an H. M. 59; Mill 
Creek, pres. ch. 9; Minersville, Welsh 
cong. ch. wh. cons. Rev. Roperick R. 
Wuetutams an H. M. 152; pres. ch. J. H. 
10; H. P.C. 5; 8. M.3; 8. D. H 3; Nor- 
ristown, Ist pres. ch. 42 ; Philadelphia, 
Mrs. H. P. N. 10; Ist pres. ch. M. W, 
Baldwin, 100; Central do. B. D. Stewart, 
50; Western do. H. W. Safford, 25; Rev. 
D. Malin, to cons. George W. Matin, of 
Jerusalem, N. Y. an H. M. 100; Pittsburg, 
3d pres. ch. 443; m. c. 53,80; an Episcopal 
friend, 25; a friend, 4; Pottsville, pres. ch. 
and s.s. 50; Reading, Ist do. m. c. 50); 8. 
s. wh. and prev dona. cons. Mixs Mary G. 
Van Horn an H. M. 75; W. Darling, 25; 
Mrs. B. 10; indiv. 41,20; W on 1iS.a83 
Mrs. C."s chil. 2; York, ist pres.ch 115,25 

m. c. 61,09; 


MARYLAND. 


Board of Foreign Miss. in German Ref. ch. 


la. 80. of Ger. Ref. cong 18, "82; 1,615 96 


Rev. Elias Heiner, Baltimore, Tr. 860 00 
Frederick, J. P. T.5; Mrs. M. L. T. 10; 15 00 
875 
VIRGINIA. 
Richmond and vic. Aux. So. 8. Reeve, Tr. 
64 . 
Ded. dis 21—638 02 
Norfolk, a mem. of pen. ch. 10; Sunaiben, 
F. J. 50c.; 10 50 
648 52 
NORTH CAROLINA. 
Asheville, Pres. ch. 10,13; Swannano, ch. 
a 13 00 
GEORGIA. 
Athens, L. Clark, 295; Savannah, male and 
fem. miss. so. in Indep. pres. ch. 132,37; a 
mem. of Chinese so. for sup. of a child in 
China, 25 ; 182 37 








OHIO. 


Western For. Miss. So. G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Cincianati, 2d pres. ch. 25 ; m. c. 28,57; Ist 
orth. . ch. m. c. 7,10; Granville, G. B. 
J. 5; Pisgah, a bal. Svc.; Walnut Hills, 
Lane sem. ch. s. s. for Mr. Chandler, Mad- 


ura, 5; 

Westérn Reserve Aux. So. Rev. H. Coe, Ag’t. 
Canton, 21,83; Chatham, 4,25; Defiance, 
7,12; Edinburg, a fiiend, 3; Hartford, E. F. 
10; Madison, 4; Mantua, 2; Rev. 8. Lee 
and fam. 10; 1 T. H 5; Monroeviile, 8,50; 
Nelson, Rev. F. M. 5; Painesville, E. M. 
10; Perrysburg, 13; Plain, 5; Plymouth, 
3; P. B.10; A. B. 10; Richfield, J. N. 10; 
Rochester, 2,75; Rootstown, 7,10; G. C. 
and wife, 11 ; Streetsboro’, 1. C. L. 3; s. 8. 
1,14; Sullivan, Miss C.C. 3,25 ; Tallmadge, 
Rev. W. Hanford and wife, 15; D. Upson, 
15; West Mill Grove, 4; Windham, John 
Seeley, dec'd, 50; 5.5. 10; 

Amherst, 3; Chester Cross Roads, 10; Cin- 
cinnati, a coi’d woman, for Ceylon m. Qe. ; 
Cleveland, a cripple for do. 12c.; Edin- 
burg, B. Carter, 100; W. H. Carter, 10; 
Keiloggsville, F. 5. 5; F. K.2; Muskin- 

rm .ce. a friend, 200; Richfield, H. Oviatt, 


Bs ; 


INDIANA. 


By G. L. Weed, Tr. 
Allensville, s. s. 15; Mt. Vernon, coll. 
12,35; Rev. B. F.S. 1,05; 

Bloomfield, A. H. J. 10; Little Elkhart, pres. 
ch. 2,55 ; 


ILLINOIS. 

By Rev. I. M. Weed, Agent. 

Albany, cong. ch. 7,20; Bebee’s Grove, 
cong. ch. 5,25; la. sew so. 5; Blooming- 
dale, cong. ch. 4; Buffalo Grove, cong. ch. 
2,50 ; Chicago, 3d pres. ch. m.c. 10; Free- 
port, pres. ch. 18; Hadley, ch 12; Rock- 
ford, 2d cong. ch. m. c. 21,60; Udina, cong. 
ch, 2,85; 

Farmington, M. 8. 10 ; Galesburg, young peo- 
ple’s asso. 6; Ottowa, Ist cong ch. m. c. 
30 ; Quincy, Rev. R. M.6; Toulon, cong. 
ch. and so. 4; Wethersfield, m. c. 2,35; 


MICHIGAN. 


Michigan Aux. So. by Rev. A. 8. Wells, Ag’t. 
Albion, pres. ch. 1; Ann Arbor, Miss E. P. 
1,50; Blissfield, pres. ch. 15,90; Centre- 
ville, Ger. Ref. ch. wh. and prev. dona. cons. 
Rev. J. Minor an H. M. 25; Constantine, 
H. T. 8.2; Dearbornville, pres. ch. 7,87; 
Detroit, pres. ch. J. F. J. 13,50; Edwards- 
burg, pres. ch. 10,56; Farmer's Creek, 
cong. ch. 3.29; Farmington, do. 4,47; 
Flint, pres. ch. 27,15; Genesee, 2d cong. 
ch. 1,16; Grand Blanc, cong ch. 10; Grass 
Lake, do. 9,06; Lapeer, pres. and cong. 
chs. 8,10; Lasalle, pres. ch. 2,65 ; Lodi, do. 
12,25 ; Manchester, do. 2; Northville, do, 
la. 10; Port Huron, cong. ch. 2,75; Rich- 
mond, do. 2; Rochester, do. 3; Somerset, 
do. 8 ; St. Clair, do. 15; Troy, pres. ch. 11; 
Union City, cong. ch. 30,95 ; Miss 8. Clark, 
for ed. of hea. boys at Ceylon, 24; E. P.C. 
5c. ; Wayne Depot and 8. Nankin chs 16; 
White Pigeon, pres. ch. 21 ; m. c. 3,35; D. 
and W. F. 6,62; Ger. Ref. ch. 6,01; ded. 
disc. 40c. ; 

Ann Arbor, A lady, for Ceylon m. 4,84; do. 
for do. 50c.; Miss C. A. for do. Stic.; De- 
troit, a clergyman, for do. 5; Kalamazoo, 

es.s. 8.25; Mishewaka, Mrs. A. M. H. 
; Romeo, young la. sew. so. for sup. of a 
girl at Ahmednuggur, 10; inf. s. s. so. for 
¥ y sch. at do. 4; Unadilla, Rev. D. 


Donations. 


71:17 


263 94 


356 32 
691 43 





28 40 
12 55 





40 95 


316 79 


60 84 








Sept. 
WISCONSIN. . 
By Rev. I. M. Weed, Agent. 
Emerald Grove, W. W. A. 1; Kenosha, 
Mr. Gridley’s so. 78,57; s. s. juv. miss. 
asso. 7,43; Milton, juv. miss. asso. for 
sch. in W. Africa, 6; Platteville, cong. 
ch. m. c. 18,83; Raymond, cong. ch. 24; 
Sheboygan, do. 12,22; Sheboygan Falls, 
do. 3,81; Watertown, do. 3; Wauwatosa, 
do, 12; ded. disc. 70c.; 166 16 
Platteville, Cong ch. s. s. for Rev. E. E. 
Bliss, Trebizond, 10; Summit, pres. ch. 
15; 25 00 
191 16 
IOWA. 
By Rev. I. M. Weed, Agent. 
Colesburgh, Cong. ch. 4; a lady, av. of 
gold ting, 1; Dubuque, Mr. W. Svc ; Fair- 
field, L. & E. Cole, 50c.; Maquoketa, 
cong. ch. 3,85; Miss L. W. Ie. 5 H. and 
B. E. 40c. ; 10 35 
MISSOURI. 
St. Louis, Ist pres. ch. 173 00 
KENTUCKY. 
Louisville, 2nd pres. ch. indiv. 15 00 
TENNESSEE. 
Jonesboro,’ Pres. ch. 100 00 
ALABAMA. 
Gainesville, Pres. ch. 225 00 


IN FOREIGN LANDS, &c. 


Ahmednuggur, Seroor, La. for girls’ boarding- 
sch. rs. 263; B. Burgess, for schs. 120; 
Capt. Skipper, for do. 60; C. E. F. Tytler, 
for do. 70; R. Y. Bazett, l0u; L. H. B. 
Tucker, 100; X. Y.Z. 10u; H. W. Smith, 
74; Lt. Field, 25; Miss Muat, 11; Ram- 
krishna, 25; m. c. 88.3.2; T. G. 5; 
rs. 1,041.32; 473 00 
Gaboon, W. A., Mrs. L. A. Bushnell, dee’d, 
a dying thank-off’g for the privilege of la- 


boring thirteen years as a missionary, 56 24 
Glasgow, Scotland, Artuur F. Stopparp, 
wh. cons. him an H. M. 100 00 
Montreal, C. E., Amer. pres. ch. coll. and m.c. 250 00 
St. Thomas, W. I., ‘T'wo chil. 1 06 
Waimea, Sandw. Isls., Native ch. 100 00 
$80 30 
Donations received in July, $21,107 33 
Legacies, 692 00 
$21,799 33 


X-TOTAL from August Ist to 


July 31st, $249,314 10 


~ 


CHILDREN’S FUND FOR EDUCATING 
HEATHEN CHILDREN. 


Amount received in July, 





$547 49 


_eee een 


DONATIONS IN CLOTHING, &c. 
Ashfield, Ms., A box, fr. la. for Rev. H. A. 


Wilder, 8. Africa, 90 00 
Dayton, O., A box, fr. fem. miss. so, of 3d pres. 

ch. for Rev. C, Byington. Choc. miss. 
Faithaven, Ct., A bundle, fr. girls’ miss. asso. 

for Miss Fisk's school, O:oomiah, 13 00 
Franklin, N. H., Clothing, fr. la. sew. so. 30 00 





The following articles are respectfully solicited from 
Manufacturers and others. 

Printing paper, writing paper, stationery, slates, 
shoes, hats, blankets, sheets, pillow-cases, towels, 
shirts, socks, stockings, fulled-cloth, flannel, domes- 
tic cotton, etc. 











